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YÁ˜Û\eh fÛP†R AWN AjgLÖW•

«|RÛX� ÚTÖWÖyP CVeLjLÛ[, AÛY YÁ˜Û\L¸¥ D|T|fÁ\] 

G]e  h¼\tNÖyz, A�ÚTÖWÖyPjL¸¥ E·[ ŒVÖV†RÁÛUÛV NŸYÚRN 

EXL• H¼¿e ÙLÖ·[ U¿ef\‰. YÁ˜Û\›]Ö¥ H¼T|• UÂR 

AYXjLÛ[ L£†‡¼ÙLÖ�| B�R� ÚTÖWÖyPjL· SÖL¢L EXf]Ö¥ 

ÙY¿eL�T|f\‰. CRÁ Az�TÛP›¥ «|RÛX� ÚTÖWÖyP CVeLjL· 

TVjLWYÖR AÛU�“L[ÖL TyzV¦P�Ty|·[]. YÁ˜Û\ÛV ÛL«y| 

N]SÖVL Y³˜Û\LÛ[ LÛP�‘zehUÖ¿ AY¼½Á —‰ T¥ÚY¿ 

Aμ†RjL· ÚU¼ÙLÖ·[�T|fÁ\].  

YÁ˜Û\ÛV LÖWQjLÖyzÚV, DZ†R–² UeL¸Á «|RÛX� 

ÚTÖWÖyP†ÛR�•, ARÛ] ˜ÁÙ]|†‰Y£• R–´Z «|RÛX� “¦L· 

CVeL†ÛR�• NŸYÚRN EXL• H¼¿eÙLÖ·[ U¿ef\‰. DZ†R–ZŸ 

—‰ pjL[ BypVÖ[ŸL· YÁ˜Û\ÛV LyP«²†‰ «|fÁ\ÚTÖ‰•, 

Ajh R–²UeL¸Á UÂR°¡ÛUL· —\�Ty| Y£fÁ\ÚTÖ‰•, A‰ J£ 

CÛ\ÛU ÙLÖ�P AWNÖjL• TVjLWYÖR†ÛR ˜½VzeL ÚU¼ÙLÖ·º• 

SPYzeÛLVÖL ŒVÖV�T|†R�Ty| Y£f\‰. 

B]Ö¥ ÙLÖÛX, ÙLÖ·Û[, ByLP†R¥, TÖ¦V¥ TXÖ†LÖW• G] G¥XÖ 

«RUÖ] YÁ˜Û\LÛ[�• “¡‹‰Y£• B�Re hμYÖ] `‘·Û[VÖÁ' 

hμ°PÁ p½XjLÖ«Á Bμ• Lyp CÛQ‹‡£�T‰ G‹R «R†‡¨• 

ŒVÖV�T|†R ˜zVÖR‰. 

AÛ]†‰XL UÂR°¡ÛU AÛU�“eL¸]Ö¥ BRWjLºPÁ h¼\• 

rU†R�Ty|·[ J£ YÁ˜Û\ hμ°PÁ p½XjLÖ AWNÖjL†‡¼h 

E·[ ÙS£jfV ÙRÖPŸ“ C�ÚTÖ‰ ÙYyP ÙY¸oNUÖL† ÙR¡f\‰. CÂ 

ÙLÖÛXVÖ¸LÛ[† ÚRz A‡L• AÛXVÚY�PÖ•. p½XjLÖ N]Ö‡T‡ 

UÖ¸ÛLÚV AYŸLºeh NWQÖXVUÖL C£ef\‰. 

B�RTX†RÖ¥ UeLÛ[�•, CRW AWpV¼ LypLÛ[�• –Wyz, ÚRŸR¦¥ 

ÙY¼½ ÙT¼\RÁ ™X• AYŸL· I]SÖVL Y³˜Û\eh Y‹‰«yPÖŸL· G] 

VÖ£• ˜yPÖ·†R]UÖ] AŸ†R• L¼‘eL ˜zVÖ‰. H¼L]ÚY B�RjLÛ[ 

ÛL«y| N]SÖVL Y³eh Y‹RYŸL· G] ÙY¸�TÛPVÖL ÙNÖ¥¦Y£• 

D‘z‘ hμ«]Ÿ iP CÁ]˜• ÙLÖÛXLÛ[ “¡‹‰Y£f\ÖŸL·.

NyP†‡¼h “\•TÖ] YÁ˜Û\ÛV AjgL¡†‰, AYŸLºPÁ 

LWjÚLÖŸ†‰·[RÁ ™X•, p½XjLÖ AWNÖjL• R]‰ BμÛUeh EyTyP 

UeLÛ[e LÖeh• ÙTÖ¿�‘¦£‹‰ «Xf«yP‰. C‹R� “‡V sZ¥, ˆ«¥ 

CW†Re L[¡ÛV ŒW‹RWUÖef«|• ATÖV†ÛR ÚRÖ¼¿«†‰·[‰. 

The anti-Tamil war in Sri Lanka 
continues in multiple fronts. 

In the Tamil East this war has taken 
a virulent pseudo-democratic form. 
Last week a phoney election for 
non viable local institutions was 
conducted by the occupying military 
force of the Government of Sri Lanka 
(GOSL). Unsurprisingly armed pro 
government Tamil paramilitary 
operatives won the majority of the 
contested local council seats. They 
were paraded as “democratic” 
representatives of the local Tamils 
to the international community by 
the GOSL.

 A delegation of senior officials 
from the European Union (EU) 
who visited Sri Lanka last week 
described this election as peaceful 
and welcomed it as a step “taken 
towards a politically sustainable 
devolution plan”.

 For these senior EU officials this 
election and paramilitary politics 
may be new and exciting democratic 
concepts but for us the Tamils 
these are not. This is because our 
painful blood soaked history towards 
independence is peppered with these 
phoney elections and “democratic” 
paramilitary politics.

 We were shown much better 
organised, politically sophisticated 
and ruthless elections and 
“democratic” paramilitary politics in 
our homeland in the late eighties by 
the largest democracy of the World, 

the Republic of India.

 We all know what happened to 
that exercise of duplicity by the 
then Indian Administration. When 
the occupying Indian Army left the 
shores of our home in 1990 the 
steps of the previous generation of 
paramilitaries crumbled beneath their 
feet, the stones ever more cracked the 
sand ever finer.

 There is no doubt in our minds 
the same will happen very soon to 
the current generation of paramilitary 
operatives.

 In the mean time labelling this 
duplicity as democracy and freedom 
for Tamils continues among the 
Sinhalese and it is being successfully 
sold to the international community.

 For us the Tamils this is just 
another form of the GOSL’s anti-
Tamil war.

History and Ideology 
of War

 Thus this history of war in its 
various forms continues in our 
Homeland. And the objective is 
always the same: a grand colonial 
project for a ‘Sinhalese breathing 
space’.

This history of war is not just that 
of Tamils’ suffering and Sinhalese 
aggression; it is also the history of its 
ideology, the history of the fictions 

the Sinhalese polity fabricates in 
order to justify its colonial project. 
These fictions do have a history: one 
can trace their career from birth to 
maturity, their shifts from the margin 
to the centre and vice versa, their rise 
and fall among definite segments of 
the Sinhalese polity and media.

 You can hear the Sinhalese explain 
away their war by resorting to the 
rejection of the “one sided” peace 
talks of 2002-2006. Also the notion 
that “Tamils want to throw us all 
into the sea” can boast a continuous 
career from the Mahavamsa (“in 
every generation they rise against 
us to destroy us”) up to the current 
political use of the bombings in the 
South as an anti Tamil war cry. 

 A large section of Sinhalese really 
believes the military occupation of 
the Tamil East is over. The Tamils 
there are now free to run their lives 
as they like, and the Sri Lankan 
armed forces are ensuring security 
they sincerely believe. They envisage 
a similar scenario being realised in 
the Tamil North.

 This fiction has become popular 
since the withdrawal of the Tamil 
Tiger combat units from the Tamil 
East last summer. In fact, this fiction 
represents a deep desire to deny: 
since the informed Sinhalese know 
that the East is under a military 
occupation and this occupation 
cannot go together with democracy 
and justice. 

 On a deeper level, many Sinhalese 
liberals believe Tamils cannot go 
together with a democratic culture 
and modernity, so denying their 
existence, both virtually and actually, 
by locking the undesired neighbours 
behind a huge military wall and 
forgetting all about them sounds like 
a pretty good solution.

War in Vanni 
 In the meantime GOSL’s aggressive 

military campaign continues in the 
North. GOSL continue to say that it 
is trying to liberate the North so they 
could have the “same” as the East.

 After withdrawing from the Peace 
Talks GOSL has imposed a total siege 
on the Vanni: a quarter of a million 
Tamils are locked up there and have 
no access to the sea (Sri Lankan 
Navy has control over this) and all 
the land crossings are under GOSL 
control i.e. practically closed most 
of the time. Since the end of peace 
talks the GOSL has been imposing an 
economic siege on Vanni. 

 The international community too 
has been taking part in this siege by 
severing the ties with the local Non 
Governmental Organisations. 

 GOSL's “security system” – the 
Occupation incarnated – is the one 
who decides whether Tamils will 
have flour, medicines, and any other 
goods, how much, and when.

 While this economic and physical 
siege is being imposed by air, sea, 
and land, and while Vanni is daily 
bombarded by missiles, artillery, and 
naval fire, “centre –left” Sinhalese 
can say things like “we are liberating 
the Vanni”. The Tamils soon could use 
this freedom to finally rebuild their 
lives, to build houses for refugees, to 
encourage investments, and to create 
jobs and thus “Tamils could finally 
live like Sri Lankans” (quoted from 
a letter to a Colombo news paper) 
they say.

Reality
 In reality the situation in the 

“liberated and democratic” Tamil 
East is not so very different from the 
warring Vanni. The people there are 
locked in smaller cages than in the 
Vanni, but the siege is less hermetic. 

While the Eastern Tamils are locked 
behind walls, with a satanic system of 
roadblocks and permits, and sliced 
by roads for Sinhalese only and by 
Sinhalese settlements, harassed day 
and night by army incursions into 
their villages, houses, and bedrooms, 
many Sinhalese and the international 
community believe the occupation 
is now retreating, and its end is 
just a matter of time, or rather of 
semantics.

Alas, colonialism does not 
disappear by being denied; in fact, 
the GOSL occupation is at its peak, 
worse than ever before. 

Little Men Do Not Learn From History
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E D I T O R I A L

YQeL•!

L]PÖeLÖWŸ é£eh BeLjLÛ[ 

AÄ�‘\‰ hÛ\tpy|‰ G�| ÚTÖ] 

ÚT�T¡ÛX Gμ‡]RÖÚXÚV 

GÁ]ÚYÖ, C‹R˜Û\ ÙWÖ\ÁÚWÖ«¦£‹ÚR 

éLÖWÁL· LÖ¡L¸ÁW J�TÖ¡ÛV GμR 

ÚY�zVRÖš ÚTÖ›y|‰ (HÁ ATNh]UÖš 

J�TÖ¡ G�| ÙRÖPjf½V· ŒÛ]ef\ÛY 

AÛR ”TÖ[• G�| A¥X‰ «£•‘] UÖ‡¡ 

UÖ†‡ YÖp�jÚLÖ). r•UÖ ÙNÖ¥XeiPÖ‰ 

r†‡YW pÚ]ÖÛY TÖ†‰e ÙLÖ�| ¡• 

ÚaÖyPÁ ÚLÖ�‘ÛV hzore ÙLÖ�| 

Gμ‡\‰ S¥XÖšRÖÁ C£eh. 

CtN YÖ\ CW�| PpÁ ÚT�T£Lºef·Û[ 

éÛW�• �jL· ÚRz G|ef\RÖš R–² 

LÛPeLÖWŸ ÙNÖ¥ÚXeÛL C‹R h¸£eÛL�• 

GjLºeh ÚYÖŸ• Bš C£eh‰. L]PÖ«ÛX 

é ‘‹‡ ‘‹‡ Y£f\‰ G�P h¼\o

NÖy|eLÛ[ E¡VYŸL¸Á LY]†‡¥ 

ÙLÖ�| Y‹‰·Ú[Ö•. CÂ UÖR†‡Á ˜R¥ 

ÙY·¸�• ™�PÖ• ÙY·¸�• R�TÖU¥ 

Y£• h½ore ÙLÖ·ºjÚLÖ. 

A‰ ÚTÖX ÚT�TŸ ˜μeL FŸ YÖN–¥ÛX 

IÚWÖ�‘V YÖN•RÖÁ UQeh‰ G�P EjLP 

“\‚�• GjLºeh «[jh‰. 

B]Ö¥ A‰eh �jL·RÖÁ ER« 

ÙNšÚVÖ„•. ÙS|Lo ÙNÖ¥¦\ «NV•RÖÁ 

‡£•T°• ÙNÖ¥¦\•.. é¡¥ 

Gμ‰YR¼h G‹R ÚURÖ«XÖNÚUÖ, ˜Á 

AÄTYÚUÖ ÚRÛY›¥ÛX. FPL†‰Û\›¥ 

A¥X‰ Gμ†‰†‰Û\›¥ ��P LÖX 

AÄTY–£‹RÖ¥ .. �jL· Gμ‡\‰ 

GjLºeh «[jLÖU¥ EjLP BeLjLÛ[ 

SÖjL· ‘Wr¡eLÖU¥ «P N‹RŸ�T• C£eh‰ 

G�P «NV†ÛR�• ˜Á]ÚU ÙNÖ¥¦ 

ÛYef\•.

é¡Á T†‡ Gμ†RÖ[ŸL¸¥ 

ÙT£•Th‡›]Ÿ GU‰ T‚UÛ]

L¸¦£‹‰ ÙNV¼T|Y‡¥ÛX. pXÚTÛW 

SÖjL· L�QÖÛXÚV L�P‡¥ÛX. 

BLÚY AYŸLºPÁ ÙRÖPŸ“ ÙLÖ·¸\

R¼h �jL· «£•‘]Ö¥ EjL[‰ ÙRÖPŸ“ 

«TWjLÛ[�• G‰ «PVUÖL ÙRÖPŸ“ÙLÖ·[ 

«£•‘½V· G�PÛR�• GjLP 

T‚UÛ]›¥ E·[ÛYeh ÙNÖ¥¨jÚLÖ. 

SÖjL· EjLÛP ÙUÚNÛ^ E¡VÛYeh 

ÚNŸ�‘�T•. AÛR «y|y| GjLºeh ÚTÖÁ 

T�‚ BÛ[e ÙLÖ�PÖ G�PÖ¥ SÖjL· 

GjÛL ÚTÖ\‰?

ÙTÖ‰YÖ] «ŒÚVÖL• C¥XÖR CPjL¸¥ 

E·[ R–² EQŸ°·[ÛYeh  éÛW 

ÚNŸ�‘ef\R¼LÖL, L�PjL· LP‹‰, 

L[ÚUÖ, R|�“ ˜LÖÚUÖ GÁ¿ TÖWÖU¥ 

GjL· YN‡eh EyTyP A[°eh, ÚT�TÛW 

AÄ�‘ Y£f\•. VÖWÖY‰ «|Tyz£‹RÖ¥ 

ÙNÖ¥¨jÚLÖ. AÛYV· AXÖÍLÖ«¥ 

C£‹RÖ¨• N¡ ”NÖ«¥ (AjÚL E·Ú[ 

ÙLÖ�| ÚTÖL «|«]ÚUÖ?) C£‹RÖ¨• N¡ 

SÖjL· AÄ�‘ ÛY�T•.

GjLP YZÛUVÖ] ¢Á ÚT�TŸ Gμ†RÖ[ŸL· 

pXŸ, GeNÖ• ’Y¡¨•, ÚLÖŸÍ ÚYŸe 

rÛU›¨• ÙSÖ‹‰ �XÖš (?) ÚTÖš 

C£ef]•. ARÖÛX AÛYV· C�T Gμ‡\‰ 

hÛ\tpyz‰. “‰˜LjLÛ[ A½˜L• ÙNšV 

ÚY�z›£eh‰. EjLºeh ÙR¡tN ÙTz 

ÙTyÛPV· C£‹RÖ¥ ÙNÖ¥¨jÚLÖ. HÁ 

�jLÚ[ GμReiPÖ‰? (�jLº• ¢ÁRÖÚ]? 

U]R[«XÖY‰)

—�|• N‹‡�ÚTÖ•

éLÖWÁL·+LÖ¡L·


