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EDITORIAL

Little Men Do Not Learn From History

he anti-Tamil war in Sri Lanka

continues in multiple fronts.
In the Tamil East this war has taken
a virulent pseudo-democratic form.
Last week a phoney election for
non viable local institutions was
conducted by the occupying military
force of the Government of Sri Lanka
(GOSL). Unsurprisingly armed pro
government Tamil paramilitary
operatives won the majority of the
contested local council seats. They
were paraded as “democratic”
representatives of the local Tamils
to the international community by
the GOSL.

A delegation of senior officials
from the European Union (EU)
who visited Sri Lanka last week
described this election as peaceful
and welcomed it as a step “taken
towards a politically sustainable
devolution plan”.

For these senior EU officials this
election and paramilitary politics
may be new and exciting democratic
concepts but for us the Tamils
these are not. This is because our
painful blood soaked history towards
independence is peppered with these
phoney elections and “democratic”
paramilitary politics.

We were shown much better
organised, politically sophisticated
and ruthless elections and
“democratic” paramilitary politics in
our homeland in the late eighties by
the largest democracy of the World,

the Republic of India.

We all know what happened to
that exercise of duplicity by the
then Indian Administration. When
the occupying Indian Army left the
shores of our home in 1990 the
steps of the previous generation of
paramilitaries crumbled beneath their
feet, the stones ever more cracked the
sand ever finer.

There is no doubt in our minds
the same will happen very soon to
the current generation of paramilitary
operatives.

In the mean time labelling this
duplicity as democracy and freedom
for Tamils continues among the
Sinhalese and it is being successfully
sold to the international community.

For us the Tamils this is just
another form of the GOSL’s anti-
Tamil war.

History and Ideology
of War

Thus this history of war in its
various forms continues in our
Homeland. And the objective is
always the same: a grand colonial
project for a ‘Sinhalese breathing
space’.

This history of war is not just that
of Tamils’ suffering and Sinhalese
aggression; it is also the history of its
ideology, the history of the fictions

the Sinhalese polity fabricates in
order to justify its colonial project.
These fictions do have a history: one
can trace their career from birth to
maturity, their shifts from the margin
to the centre and vice versa, their rise
and fall among definite segments of
the Sinhalese polity and media.

You can hear the Sinhalese explain
away their war by resorting to the
rejection of the “one sided” peace
talks of 2002-2006. Also the notion
that “Tamils want to throw us all
into the sea” can boast a continuous
carcer from the Mahavamsa (“in
every generation they rise against
us to destroy us”) up to the current
political use of the bombings in the
South as an anti Tamil war cry.

A large section of Sinhalese really
believes the military occupation of
the Tamil East is over. The Tamils
there are now free to run their lives
as they like, and the Sri Lankan
armed forces are ensuring security
they sincerely believe. They envisage
a similar scenario being realised in
the Tamil North.

This fiction has become popular
since the withdrawal of the Tamil
Tiger combat units from the Tamil
East last summer. In fact, this fiction
represents a deep desire to deny:
since the informed Sinhalese know
that the East is under a military
occupation and this occupation
cannot go together with democracy
and justice.

On a deeper level, many Sinhalese
liberals believe Tamils cannot go
together with a democratic culture
and modernity, so denying their
existence, both virtually and actually,
by locking the undesired neighbours
behind a huge military wall and
forgetting all about them sounds like
a pretty good solution.

War in Vanni

Inthe meantime GOSL’s aggressive
military campaign continues in the
North. GOSL continue to say that it
is trying to liberate the North so they
could have the “same” as the East.

After withdrawing from the Peace
Talks GOSL has imposed a total siege
on the Vanni: a quarter of a million
Tamils are locked up there and have
no access to the sea (Sri Lankan
Navy has control over this) and all
the land crossings are under GOSL
control i.e. practically closed most
of the time. Since the end of peace
talks the GOSL has been imposing an
economic siege on Vanni.

The international community too
has been taking part in this siege by
severing the ties with the local Non
Governmental Organisations.

GOSL's “security system” — the
Occupation incarnated — is the one
who decides whether Tamils will
have flour, medicines, and any other
goods, how much, and when.

While this economic and physical
siege is being imposed by air, sea,
and land, and while Vanni is daily
bombarded by missiles, artillery, and
naval fire, “centre —left” Sinhalese
can say things like “we are liberating
the Vanni”. The Tamils soon could use
this freedom to finally rebuild their
lives, to build houses for refugees, to
encourage investments, and to create
jobs and thus “Tamils could finally
live like Sri Lankans” (quoted from
a letter to a Colombo news paper)
they say.

Reality

In reality the situation in the
“liberated and democratic” Tamil
East is not so very different from the
warring Vanni. The people there are
locked in smaller cages than in the
Vanni, but the siege is less hermetic.

While the Eastern Tamils are locked
behind walls, with a satanic system of
roadblocks and permits, and sliced
by roads for Sinhalese only and by
Sinhalese settlements, harassed day
and night by army incursions into
their villages, houses, and bedrooms,
many Sinhalese and the international
community believe the occupation
is now retreating, and its end is
just a matter of time, or rather of
semantics.

Alas, colonialism does not
disappear by being denied; in fact,
the GOSL occupation is at its peak,
worse than ever before.




