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GU‰ UÂR°¡ÛUL¸¥ VÖ£eh• AeLÛ\›¥ÛX!

p½XjLÖ CWÖ„Y• BefW–†‰·[ R–´Z� Th‡L¸¥, ÙLÖÛX, 

ByLP†R¥, ÙT�L· —RÖ] TÖ¦V¥ YÁ˜Û\ G] UÂR°¡ÛU —\¥L· 

A‡L¡†‰o ÙN¥fÁ\]. «|RÛX� “¦L¸Á Ly|�TÖy|� Th‡L¸¥ 

«UÖ]e h�|† RÖehR¥L·, B[ F|£°• TÛP›]¡Á fÛ[ÚUÖŸ 

RÖehR¥L· G] ‡]˜• E›¡Z�“L· H¼Ty| Y£fÁ\]. p½XjLÖ 

TÛP›]WÖ¥ p¿YŸL· —‰ ÚU¼ÙLÖ·[�T|• TÖ¦V¥ TXÖ†LÖWjL¸]Ö¥

Ajh YÖμ• h|•TjL· ÙT¡‰• TÖ‡eL�Ty|·[RÖL ÙNš‡L· 

ÙR¡«efÁ\].

ÚS¼Û\V ‡]• SÖPÖºUÁ\ E¿�‘]Ÿ ‡£. fyz]Á pYÚSNÁ  

fÛ[ÚUÖŸ RÖehR¦¥ ÙLÖ¥X�TyPÖŸ. CW�| UÖRjLÚ[ L³‹R 

CªYÖ�z¥ CW�| R–² SÖPÖºUÁ\ E¿�‘]ŸL· ÙLÖ¥X�Tyz£ef\

ÖŸL·. CoN•TY†‰PÁ, ÙUÖ†RUÖL SÖÁh R–² SÖPÖºUÁ\ E¿�‘]

ŸL· Uf‹R CWÖ^TeN«Á Bype LÖX†‡X ÙLÖ¥X�Tyz£ef\ÖŸL·. 

CXjÛL† ˆ«¥ UÂR°¡ÛU —\¥L· Ly|e LPjLÖU¥ ÙT£f Y£Y‰ 

˜μ EXf¼h• ÙY¸oNUÖL† ÙR¡f\‰. pX N•TYjLÛ[ AÛY 

SÛPÙT¿• CP†ÛR� ÙTÖ¿†‰, NŸYÚRN SÖ|L· pX L�z†‰·[]. 

B]Ö¥ ÙT£•TÖXÖ] UÂR°¡ÛU —\¥L¸Û] p½XjLÖ AWNÖjLÚU “¡‹‰ 

Y£f\‰ GÁ\ «PV†ÛR ÙY¸�TÛPVÖL h½�‘|YRÛ] AÛY R«Ÿ†‰ 

Y£fÁ\]. AÚR ÚTÖ¥ Cjh TÖ‡eL�T|TYŸL¸¥ ÙT£•Th‡›]Ÿ

R–ZŸL· GÁTRÛ]�• AÛY H¼L U¿efÁ\]. UÂRAYX†ÛR ˜μ†

ˆ°eh• ÙTÖ‰YÖ]RÖLe LÖyz, ÚTÖ¡¥ D|T|• CW�| RW�‘]Ÿ 

—‰• T³ÛV� ÚTÖ|fÁ\ SμY¥ ˜Û\ÛVÚV C‹SÖ|L¸Á AWpV¥ 

RÛXYŸLº•, p«¥ AÛU�“LÛ[o ÚNŸ‹RYŸLº• LÛP�‘z†‰ 

Y£fÁ\]Ÿ.

ByLP†R¥, NyP†‡¼h “\•TÖ] T|ÙLÖÛXL· ÚTÖÁ\Y¼Û\ 

«NÖ¡eL Uf‹RYÖ¥ E£YÖeL�TyP NŸÚYRN� ‘W˜LŸL· ÙLÖ�P hμ 

(International Independent Group of Eminent Persons) R]‰ «NÖWÛQLÛ[ 

ÙRÖPW ˜zVÖU¥ CÛPŒ¿†‡e ÙLÖ·YRÖL CªYÖW• A½«†‰·[‰. 

IÚWÖ�‘V JÁ½V†‡Á EVŸUyP BRW°PÁ E£YÖeL�TyP Cehμ«¼ÚL 

ÙNV¼TP ˜zVÖR ŒÛX C£ehUÖ]Ö¥ ÚUX‡LUÖL CXjÛL ŒXYW• 

T¼½ ÙR¸°T|†R G‰°–£eL� ÚTÖY‡¥ÛX. B]Ö¥ CÛY G‰°• 

NŸYÚRN SÖ|L¸Á p½XjLÖ —RÖ] A„h ˜Û\›¥ UÖ¼\• GRÛ]�• 

ÙLÖ�| YW«¥ÛX GÁTÚR C�ÚTÖ‰·[ ÚNÖL•.

The anti Tamil war in Sri Lanka 
is getting bloodier by the day. Every 
day our people are getting killed 
and injured by the Sri Lankan 
armed forces. In the last eighteen 
months more than a thousand young 
Tamils have disappeared after they 
were arrested by the Sri Lankan 
authorities.

Currently Sri Lanka is spending 
1.57 billion dollars, up 20 percent 
from last year, on its forces. This 
amount is more or less given as aid and 
tax exemptions by the international 
community to the Government of Sri 
Lanka (GOSL).

We, the expatriate Tamils, consider 
this aid given to one of the world’s 
worst perpetrators of enforced 
disappearances, as collusion of the 
international community.

But when we accuse the international 
community of collusion they deny 
this and point out the importance 
of dialogue. They indirectly indicate 
that if they do not give aid the GOSL 
will shut them off. They promise 
institutional support in safeguarding 
human rights. 

They want us to be patient while 
they work on “index” cases such as 
the killings of five young Tamils and 
aid workers in 2006.

On the 2nd of January 2006, five 
young Tamils were killed and two 
were wounded in the Tamil East. 

They were all students and on holiday. 
At the time of the killing they were 
in a Sri Lankan Army (SLA) run 
high security zone. Thus the local 
community blamed the Sri Lankan 
security forces for this war crime. 
The Sri Lankan institutions denied 
this and a cover up was organised. 

We pointed out that this massacre 
and the denial of justice was just 
one example of many of the Sri 
Lankan institutional racism and the 
difficulty of dealing with these types 
of institutions. The international 
community denied this was the case.

On the 5th of August the same 
year fifteen young Tamils who were 
working for the French humanitarian 
organisation, Action Contre la 
Faim (ACF) were shot and killed 
in an SLA controlled area. Local 
Tamil community and the then 
International ceasefire monitors, Sri 
Lanka Monitoring Mission (SLMM) 
blamed the Sri Lankan Army for 
the massacre. The then SLMM head 
Ulf Henricsson, called these killings 
a "committed act of assassination" 
and "one of the most serious recent 
crimes against humanitarian aid 
workers worldwide."

Again Sri Lankan institutions 
denied this and a cover up was 
organised. Another example of Sri 
Lankan institutional racism and again 
the international community denied 
this fact.

Since ACF, when an international 
Non Governmental Organisation 
and the SLMM got involved in the 
second massacre it became a bit 
of a headache for the Sri Lankan 
President. 

Thus he ordered a Commission of 
Inquiry (COI) promising transparency 
and justice. By doing so he tried 
to make his anti Tamil war related 
human rights violations into a law 
and order problem.

Yet months on and no one has 
heard of anything from the COI.

Again the ACF and others 
complained.

Then this week the above 
said IIGEP quit Sri Lanka 
as it “does not see how its 
continued engagement with 
the process could change 
this situation”

Later a body called the International 
Independent Group of Eminent 
Persons (IIGEP) was asked by the 
international community to observe 
and comment on the COI actions. 
The current French Foreign Minister 
Bernard Kouchner was at this time 
a member of this much promised 
IIGEP.

The international community told 
us that this institution will negate the 
“poor performance” of the GOSL 
institutions.

Since then all of us have been 
waiting for the above said institutional 
neutrality, transparency and justice.

Then just before Christmas last 
year the IIGEP said that the COI 
probe lacked transparency and failed 
to meet international standards. 

"The persistent disregard for IIGEP's 
observations and recommendations, 
by the Government of Sri Lanka and 
the Commission of Inquiry, tends to 
render the IIGEP’s continued role 
irrelevant" it further lamented but 
carried on with its responsibility.

No Sri Lankan institution took 
notice of this lament. The Sri Lankan 
Ambassador to the United Nations 
presented this lament as a positive 
one, as the IIGEP was still in the 
scene and that the “international 
community trust our institutions”.

Then this week the above said 
IIGEP quit Sri Lanka as it “does not 
see how its continued engagement 
with the process could change this 
situation”. It further said that the 
IIGEP has taken this decision “after 
due consideration and for fundamental 
reasons”.

We Tamils feel let down by this 
simple abandonment of the IIGEP. We 

consider this action as irresponsible.

We consider the way Ms Angela 
Kane, UN Assistant Secretary General 
for Political Affairs conducted her 
recent visit to Sri Lanka as part of 
this “washing hands off” attitude of 
the international community.

Ms Kane visited Sri Lanka on a 
six - day visit from February 20th to 
26th. During her visit this UN high 
official visited every one apart from 
the Tamil politicians and human right 
workers. 

Mr Mano Ganeshan, a Tamil Human 
rights worker said that he could not 
understand why the UN could not 
meet the political leaderships of the 
Tamil speaking people. He described 
this omission of the United Nations 
as overlooking the Tamil and Muslim 
political leaderships in the core issues 
of political solution, human rights 
violations and war and hence Ms 
Kane’s visit as one sided.

We present these failures of the 
international institutions as examples 
of the apathy and indifference to the 
Tamil affairs in Sri Lanka by the 
International Community. 

There have simply been collective 
failures by the international 
community in supporting the human 
rights of our people in Sri Lanka. 

Is it because of our colour, culture, 
or ethnic origin we wonder? 

Sorry for Repeating, but is it Institutional Racism? 
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E D I T O R I A L

YQeL•!

™Á¿ YÖW LÖX CÛPÙY¸›¥ N‹‡efÚ\Ö•. 

ÙT�‘WY¡ 29 ÙY·¸VÁ¿ Y‹RRÖ¥ 

UÖR†‡Á ˜R¥ ÙY·¸efZÛU 7• ‡L‡VÖf 

«yP‰. C‹R CÛPÙY¸ÛV ÙTÖ¿eL 

˜zVÖU¥ GÁ]zV�TÖ CÁ]˜• ÚT�TÛWe 

LÖÚQ¥ÛX... GÁ] ÙNš›½V·.. G�| 

ÚLy| ÚTÖÁ AzoN BeLºeh SÁ½. 

C�‘zVÖ] SÖyL¸ÛXRÖÚ] GjLºeh 

FŸXÖ� (Urlaub) fÛPef\‰. (AÄT«eL 

«|½V· C¥ÛX)

é¡Á  B�|«ZÖÛY G�‘ze 

ÙLÖ�PÖz\‰ G�| pXŸ RjLÛP 

IzVÖeLÛ[ GjLºeh AÄ�‘›£ef]•. 

AY¼Û\� T¼½ GjLÛP hμÚYÖÛP 

LX‹RÖÚXÖp†‰ GÁ] ÙNšV� ÚTÖ\• 

GÁTÛR ÙL‡›X A½«ef\•. 

A‰efÛP›ÛX U¼\ÖeLº• EjLP 

A‘�‘WÖVjLÛ[ Gμ‡ AÄ�“jÚLÖ.

é¡Á N‹RÖRÖWŸL¸Á LY]†‡¼h. 

EjLºeh RTÖ¦¥ é Y£Y‰ 

ÙNÖ¥XÖU¥ ÙLÖ·[ÖU¥ ŒÁ¿ «yPÖ¥ 

RV° ÙNš‰ GjLºeh ÙR¡V�T|†‰jL·. 

SÖjL· BY] ÙNšfÚ\Ö• N‹RÖe LÖX•  

˜z‹‰«yPÖ¥ ARÛ] �jL· “‰�‘eL 

ÚY�|•.

L]PÖeLÖWŸ GjLÛ[ ÙLÖtN˜• LYÂef\

RÖš ÙR¡ÚV¥ÛX. �jL· CW° - TLXÖš 

Kz Kz EÛZef½V· N¡. B]Ö¥ ÙLÖtN 

ÚSW†ÛR J‰ef é T¼½V EjL· 

L£†‰eLÛ[, ”WÖVjL·, “\‚VÛ[

GjLºeh ÙR¡V�T|†‰jÚLÖ! A�T†RÖÚ] 

�jL· «£•‘\ UÖ‡¡ ÚT�TÛW 

ÙY¸›PXÖ•.

EjL¸P–£‹‰ GjLºeh Y£• 

BeLjL¸¥ ÙT£•Th‡ AWpV¥ 

NÖŸ‹RÛYVÖLÚY C£efÁ\]. GjL· 

T†‡ Gμ†RÖ[ŸLº• AWpV¥ NÖŸ‹R 

Ly|ÛWLÛ[ÚV Gμ‰f\ÖŸL·. é 

˜¼½¨• AWpV¥ ÚT�TWÖL UÖ½«PÖU¥ 

TX«PVjLÛ[�• RÖjf Y£• J£ 

ÚT�TWÖL C£eL ÚY�|• GÁTÛRÚV SÖ• 

«£•“fÚ\Ö•. T¥ÚY¿ «PVjL· T¼½ N¼¿ 

«†‡VÖNUÖ] BeLjLÛ[ EjL¸P–£‹‰ 

G‡ŸTÖŸefÚ\Ö•.

EjLP ”WÖVjLÛ[ Tzef\‰eh J£ ÙT¡V 

YÖNLŸ hZÖ• C£�T‰ GjLºeh ÙR¡�•. 

C‹R Th‡›¥ �jL· GÁ] ”WÖV†ÛR�• 

GμRXÖ• SÖjL· ‘Wr¡�ÚTÖ•. B]Ö¥ 

AY¼Û\ J£ ™�| SÖ¨ YN]†‰eh ÚUÛX 

�[ÖU¥ TÖŸ†‰e ÙLÖ·ºjÚLÖ.

Kids Paper  eh Y‹‰ h«�• p¿YŸL¸Á 

ÛLY�QjLÛ[›y| Uf²opVÛPfÚ\Ö•. 

BeLjLÛ[ AÄ�“• p¿YŸLºeh• 

AYŸLÛ[ Feh«eh• ÙT¼Ú\ÖŸLºeh 

GU‰ SÁ½ÛV ÙR¡«†‰e ÙLÖ·fÚ\Ö•. 

—�|• N‹‡�ÚTÖ•.

éLÖWÁL·+LÖ¡L·


