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The appointment of a Muslim 
member to the Parliament to 

represent the Tamil speaking people 
of the north and the east of Sri 
Lanka is most welcome. This move 
by the Tamil leadership and the Tamil 
National Alliance marks yet another 
stage, though minimally, in making 
up for the remiss in the treatment of 
the Tamil speaking Muslim people in 
the recent past. This is indeed a major 
step towards mending the relations 
between the Tamil leadership and 
Muslim Tamils and healing the 
wounds. It is our hope that this 
will open the way for the Muslim 
people who were forced in 1990 to 
leave their homes in Jaffna, Mannar 
and Mullaitheevu to return to their 
traditional homes, a move, which 
this journal has always advocated. 
Tamil and Muslim Parliamentarians 
representing the Tamil speaking 
people of the north east is not a new 
phenomenon.

Persecuted by the Portuguese, 
isolated by the Dutch and devastated 
by the brutal attacks on them in 
the tragic Sinhala- Muslim race riots 
of 1915, the Muslims, even after 
independence from colonialism, were 
wary of identifying themselves with 
any particular ethnic group but chose 
to display a low to moderate political 
profile in the years to come.

 We congratulate Raseen Mohamed 

Imam on his appointment as Member 
of Parliament. A lawyer by profession, 
the 60 year-old Mr. Imam, originally 
from Jaffna, has been a member of 
the Tamil Federal Party since 1978. 
He was also a member of the Jaffna 
Municipal Council. He has been 
practising law in Colombo. The 
quality of the contribution of the 
Tamil Muslims to the socio economic 
life of the people especially in the 
areas of trade, agriculture, fisheries, 
the professions, law, public services, 
politics, education and Tamil culture 
has been far in excess of the proportion 
of their population—a fete to be 
applauded and not penalized for.

Successive Sri Lankan 
governments have 
tried to drive a wedge 
between the Muslim 
Tamils and the non 
Muslim Tamils.

A  recent report, titled “Sri Lanka 
Muslims: Caught in the Cross Fire”,  
the International Crisis Group (ICG), 
a multinational non-governmental 
organisation engaged in reporting on 

conflict situations, stated:“……the 
LTTE, in particular, needs to revisit 
its dealings with the Muslims if it 
is to gain any credibility in a future 
peace process in which Muslims are 
involved”.

Successive Sri Lankan 
governments have tried to drive a 
wedge between the Muslim Tamils 
and the non Muslim Tamils. For 
example, while the distinctions 
between the low country Sinhalese 
and the Kandyan Sinhalese were 
removed the distinctions between the 
Sri Lankan Tamils, the Moors and the 
Indian Tamils were glaringly shown 
in census reports as being ethnically 
different. Even in the recent struggle 
between the armed forces and the 
LTTE in the east, the Muslims were 
used as human shields. Mosques in 
the east in the past had been attacked 
and the LTTE blamed as usual. 
Consequently, the Muslims have 
become increasingly marginalized 
as was evidenced in the recent 
APRC process, though a farcical 
spectacle. The Sinhala colonisation 
of their traditional homelands and 
the de-merger of the north and the 
east have made them increasingly 
apprehensive. Despite this, the 
majority of them have steered clear 
of Islamic fundamentalism, although 
there is considerable radicalization 
amongst the youth in the east.

The Sri Lankan Moors, as the 
Muslims are called, prefer to be 
known as a separate ethnic group. 
They are the descendents of the 
Arab traders of the pre- Portuguese 
era, some of them caught up within 
Sinhala enclaves in the south, the 
Tamil converts to Islam in the north 
and the east and traders who migrated 
from south India.  

In his well researched paper, 
‘Towards a North-Eastern 
Consensus’, Dr Devanesan Nesiah 
states:  “The strategy for collective 
action must be based on the reality 
that the Sri Lankan Tamils, Muslims 
and Indian Tamils, though socially 
and politically distinct, share many 
common interests, apart from the 
common interests that bind the 
entire population of Sri Lanka.  It is 
clear that the LTTE-directed armed 
struggle has gained significant 
political advance, though at great 
cost.  But there are limits to what 
can be achieved through armed 
struggle. Many gains can come only 
through political coalitions engaged 
in democratic processes”.  This is 
indeed is a challenge to the Tamil 
leadership. 

We wish Mr. Raseen Mohamed 
Imam all that is best in his endeavours 
to bring about a solution to the 
national question.
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Greetings to Imam, the new Member of Parliament
E d i t o r i a l :  E e l a m n a t i o n . n e t

CXjÛL C]�‘WopÛ]eh AÛU‡ Y³† 

ˆŸ° LÖ�TR¼LÖ] NUÖRÖ] ˜V¼pL· 

ÚU¼ÙLÖ·[�TyP ÚYÛ[›¥ ÚU¼h SÖ|L·

h½�TÖL IÚWÖ�‘V JÁ½V• R–´Z 

«|RÛX� “¦L· CVeL†ÛR� TVjLWYÖR 

CVeLUÖL� TyzV¦y| ARÁ —‰ RÛP 

«‡†R].

CXjÛL AWr•, R–´Z «|RÛX� “¦L·

AÛU�“• NU RW�“ A‹RÍ‰ GÁ\ CQeL�

TÖy|PÁ AÛU‡ ˜V¼pL¸¥ D|Tyz£e

ÛL›¥, AY¼½¥ J£ RW�‘Á A‹RÍ‰ 

ŒÛXÛVe ÙL|eh• «R†‡¥ RÛPÛV 

«‡†‰, AÛU‡ ˜V¼pLÛ[e hZ�TÖˆŸL· 

GÁ¿ R–ZŸ NÖŸ“ AÛU�“L· TX°• 

ryzeLÖyzVÚTÖ‰ AÛRe LÖ‡¥ YÖjLÖU¥ 

SP‹‰ ÙLÖ�P‰ IÚWÖ�‘V N™L•.

ÙLÖμ•‘Á ÙTÖš� TW�“ÛWLºeh G|

Ty|, “¦L· —‰ RÛP «‡†‰, AÛU‡ ̃ V¼p

Lºeh Gtp›£‹R ÙLÖtN StN YÖš�ÛT�• 

pR\z†R‡¥ IÚWÖ�‘V JÁ½V†‡Á 

TjL¸�“• “\eL‚eL† ReLR¥X.

A†RÛLV SPYzeÛLL¸]Ö¥ fÛP†R 

YÖš�TÖ] s²ŒÛXÛV� TVÁT|†‡, AÛU‡ 

˜V¼pLºeh ŒW‹RW NÖ°U‚ Az†R 

ÙLÖμ•“, C�ÚTÖ‰ �†R ÙY½† ˆ«W†‡¥ 

N‹SR E£eÙLÖ�| Œ¼fÁ\‰.

AÛU‡ ÚYÛ[›¥ “¦L· —‰ SPYzeÛL 

G|†R ÚU¼hXh, C�ÚTÖ‰ �†R NUV†‡¥, 

ÚTÖŸ† ˆ«W†‡¥ ‰zeh• CXjÛL 

AWreh G‡WÖL SPYzeÛL G|�T‰ h½†‰ 

BWÖšfÁ\‰.

CXjÛL›Á �†R ̂ «Wo ÙNV¼TÖ|Lºehe 

L�P]• ÙR¡«†‰•, AÛU‡ ˜V¼p Y³

Lºeh† ‡£•“•Tz Y¦�¿†‰• «R†‡¨• 

CXjÛLeh G‡WÖLo pX ÙTÖ£[ÖRÖW† 

RÛPLÛ[ «‡eLÚY�|• GÁ¿ IÚWÖ�‘V 

JÁ½V†‡Á Ne‡–eL SÖPÖ] Ú^ŸUÁ 

ÚLyz£efÁ\‰.

ÙTÖ£[ÖRÖW J†‰ÛZ�“, A‘«£†‡ BfV 

‰Û\LºeLÖ] Ú^ŸUÂ›Á NUÐz AÛUoNŸ 

ÙašzÚU¡ «ÚbÖWe ÎÚVÖ¥ A•ÛUVÖŸ 

Cª«PV• h½†‰ ÙY¸�TÛPVÖL°• LÖyP

UÖL°• L£†‰e i½›£efÁ\ÖŸ.

˜efVUÖL CXjÛLeLÖ] «ÚNP Y¡o 

N¨ÛLLÛ[ Œ¿†‰YR¼h AYŸ ˜ÁÙUÖ³‹

‡£efÁ\ÖŸ.

CXjÛL›¥ ÛReL�T|• BÛPLÛ[ 

Y¡oN¨ÛL YZjf C\ehU‡ ÙNšf\‰ 

AÙU¡eLÖ°•, IÚWÖ�‘V JÁ½V˜•.

IÚWÖ�‘V JÁ½V• Uy|• 

Y£PÖ‹R• �¼½›£T‰ 

ÚLÖz ÙPÖX£eh (rUÖŸ 13 

B›W• ÚLÖz ¤TÖ°eh) 

CXjÛL›¦£‹‰ BÛPLÛ[ 

C\ehU‡ ÙNšfÁ\‰.

CXjÛLeh, IÚWÖ�‘V JÁ½V˜•, AÙU¡e

LÖ°• «ÚNP Y¡o N¨ÛLLÛ[ YZjhY

RÖÚXÚV U¼\ SÖ|LÚ[Ö| ÚTÖyz ÚTÖy|e

ÙLÖ�| C‹R C£ RW�“Lºeh• ÛR†R 

BÛPLÛ[ CXjÛLVÖ¥ RÖWÖ[UÖL H¼¿U‡ 

ÙNšV ˜zfÁ\‰. C‹R Y¡oN¨ÛLÛV 

IÚWÖ�‘V JÁ½V˜•, AÙU¡eLÖ°• W†‰o

ÙNš�UÖ]Ö¥ CXjÛLVÖ¥ ‘\ SÖ|LºPÁ 

ÚTÖyzÚTÖy| hÛ\‹R LyPQ†‡¥ A†R

ÛLV BÛPLÛ[ H¼¿U‡ ÙNšV ˜zVÖ‰.

CXjÛL›Á BÛP E¼T†‡† ÙRÖ³¼NÖÛX

L· T|†‰«|•. CXjÛL›¥ E·[ �Ö¼¿e

LQeLÖ] BÛP† ÙRÖ³¼NÖÛXLºeh 

™|«ZÖ SP†RÚY�z ÚS£•. BÛP† ÙRÖ³¼

NÖÛXL¸¥ T‚“¡�• XyN†‰eh• A‡L 

ÙRÖ³XÖ[ŸL· ÚYÛX CZ‹‰ S|®‡eh 

Y£YŸ. SÖyzÁ ÙTÖ£[ÖRÖWÚU ÙS£eLzeh· 

™²h•.

IÚWÖ�‘V JÁ½V• Uy|• Y£PÖ‹R• 

�¼½›£T‰ ÚLÖz ÙPÖX£eh (rUÖŸ 13

B›W• ÚLÖz ¤TÖ°eh) CXjÛL›¦£‹‰ 

BÛPLÛ[ C\ehU‡ ÙNšfÁ\‰. CÚR

ÚTÖÁ\ ÙT£‹ÙRÖÛLeh AÙU¡eLÖ°eh• 

ÛR†R BÛPL· CXjÛL›¦£‹‰ H¼¿U‡ 

ÙNšV�T|fÁ\].

C‹R CW�| RW�“Lº•, CXjÛL 

«ÚNPUÖL YZjfY£• Y¡ C¥XÖR N¨ÛLÛV 

W†‰oÙNš‰, BÛP E¼T†‡ U¼¿• H¼¿U‡ 

«PV†‡¥ U¼Û\V SÖ|LºPÁ ŒVÖVUÖ] 

ÚTÖyz›¥ D|T|jL· GÁ¿ CXjÛLeh• 

i½ J‰jhUÖ]Ö¥ CXjÛL›¥ E·[ TX 

�¿ BÛP E¼T†‡† ÙRÖ³¼NÖÛXLÛ[ 

ŒW‹RWUÖL Cμ†‰ ™|YÛR† R«W ÚY¿ 

Y³›¥ÛX GÁ\Öf«|•.

AÙU¡eLÖ U¼¿• IÚWÖ�‘V JÁ½V 

SÖ|L¸¥ ÙTÖ‰YÖL E·[ C\ehU‡ Y¡ÛV 

CXjÛL�• ÙN¨†‡, Ajh BÛPLÛ[ 

H¼¿U‡ ÙNšYRÖ›Á A‰ CXjÛL† ÙRÖ³¼ 

NÖÛXLºehe Ly|�TzVÖLÖ‰. C†‰Û\›¥ 

ÚTÖyzÚTÖ|• HÛ]V SÖ|LºPÁ 

CXjÛLVÖ¥ RÖeh� ‘zeL ˜zVÖ‰. 

BLÚY, ÙTÖ£[ÖRÖW «PV†‡¥ CXjÛL

›Á ˜efV `h|–ÛV' R]‰ ÛL›¥ ‘z†‰

ÛY†‰e ÙLÖ�ÚP Ú^ŸUÁ C�ÚTÖ‰ ŒVÖV†

ÛR� ÚTN ŒÛXŒ¿†R ˜¼Tyz£efÁ\‰.

CXjÛLeh YZjfY‹R C‹R Y¡oN¨ÛL† 

‡yP• 2008 EPÁ ŒÛ\° ÙT\ C£eh• CoNUV

†‡¥ Cª«YLÖW• h½†‰ AÙU¡eLÖ°PÁ 

ÚTp J£ ˆŸUÖ]†‰eh YWÚY�|• GÁ¿ 

Ú^ŸUÂ ˜ÁÙUÖ³Y‰ CeLÖX LyP†‡¥ 

˜efVUÖ] J£ ‡£�“˜Û]VÖh•.

CÚRNUV•, �†R ̃ Û]�‘¥ CXjÛL ̂ «W•

LÖy|YRÖ¥ CXjÛLeLÖ] R]‰ “‡V A‘«

£†‡ U¼¿• ER«† ‡yPjLÛ[ Ú^ŸUÁ 

AzÚVÖ| CÛPŒ¿†‡›£efÁ\ÛU h½†‰• 

Ú^ŸUÁ AÛUoNŸ «[ef›£efÁ\ÖŸ.

ÙLÖμ•‘Á �†R† ̂ «W� ÚTÖeheh G‡WÖL 

NŸYÚRN UyP†‡¥ LÖ†‡WUÖ] ŒÛX�TÖ| 

L£eLyz Y£YÛRÚV Ú^ŸUÁ AÛUoN¡Á 

L£†‰ ÙY¸�T|†‰fÁ\‰.  
- ERVÁ

�†R† ˆ«W� ÚTÖeheh G‡WÖL NŸYÚRN ŒÛX�TÖ| 


