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Editorial:

Felamnation.net

Greetings to Imam, the new Member of Parliament

he appointment of a Muslim

member to the Parliament to
represent the Tamil speaking people
of the north and the east of Sri
Lanka is most welcome. This move
by the Tamil leadership and the Tamil
National Alliance marks yet another
stage, though minimally, in making
up for the remiss in the treatment of
the Tamil speaking Muslim people in
the recent past. This is indeed a major
step towards mending the relations
between the Tamil leadership and
Muslim Tamils and healing the
wounds. It is our hope that this
will open the way for the Muslim
people who were forced in 1990 to
leave their homes in Jaffna, Mannar
and Mullaitheevu to return to their
traditional homes, a move, which
this journal has always advocated.
Tamil and Muslim Parliamentarians
representing the Tamil speaking
people of the north east is not a new
phenomenon.

Persecuted by the Portuguese,
isolated by the Dutch and devastated
by the brutal attacks on them in
the tragic Sinhala- Muslim race riots
of 1915, the Muslims, even after
independence from colonialism, were
wary of identifying themselves with
any particular ethnic group but chose
to display a low to moderate political
profile in the years to come.

We congratulate Raseen Mohamed

Imam on his appointment as Member
of Parliament. A lawyer by profession,
the 60 year-old Mr. Imam, originally
from Jaffna, has been a member of
the Tamil Federal Party since 1978.
He was also a member of the Jaffna
Municipal Council. He has been
practising law in Colombo. The
quality of the contribution of the
Tamil Muslims to the socio economic
life of the people especially in the
areas of trade, agriculture, fisheries,
the professions, law, public services,
politics, education and Tamil culture
has been far in excess of the proportion
of their population—a fete to be
applauded and not penalized for.

Successive Sri Lankan
governments have
tried to drive a wedge
between the Muslim
Tamils and the non

Muslim Tamils.

A recent report, titled “Sri Lanka
Muslims: Caught in the Cross Fire”,
the International Crisis Group (ICG),
a multinational non-governmental
organisation engaged in reporting on

conflict situations, stated:“...... the
LTTE, in particular, needs to revisit
its dealings with the Muslims if it
is to gain any credibility in a future
peace process in which Muslims are
involved”.

Successive Sri Lankan
governments have tried to drive a
wedge between the Muslim Tamils
and the non Muslim Tamils. For
example, while the distinctions
between the low country Sinhalese
and the Kandyan Sinhalese were
removed the distinctions between the
Sri Lankan Tamils, the Moors and the
Indian Tamils were glaringly shown
in census reports as being ethnically
different. Even in the recent struggle
between the armed forces and the
LTTE in the east, the Muslims were
used as human shields. Mosques in
the east in the past had been attacked
and the LTTE blamed as usual.
Consequently, the Muslims have
become increasingly marginalized
as was evidenced in the recent
APRC process, though a farcical
spectacle. The Sinhala colonisation
of their traditional homelands and
the de-merger of the north and the
east have made them increasingly
apprehensive. Despite this, the
majority of them have steered clear
of Islamic fundamentalism, although
there is considerable radicalization
amongst the youth in the east.

The Sri Lankan Moors, as the
Muslims are called, prefer to be
known as a separate ethnic group.
They are the descendents of the
Arab traders of the pre- Portuguese
era, some of them caught up within
Sinhala enclaves in the south, the
Tamil converts to Islam in the north
and the east and traders who migrated
from south India.

In his well researched paper,
‘Towards a North-Eastern
Consensus’, Dr Devanesan Nesiah
states: “The strategy for collective
action must be based on the reality
that the Sri Lankan Tamils, Muslims
and Indian Tamils, though socially
and politically distinct, share many
common interests, apart from the
common interests that bind the
entire population of Sri Lanka. It is
clear that the LTTE-directed armed
struggle has gained significant
political advance, though at great
cost. But there are limits to what
can be achieved through armed
struggle. Many gains can come only
through political coalitions engaged
in democratic processes”. This is
indeed is a challenge to the Tamil
leadership.

We wish Mr. Raseen Mohamed
Imam all that is best in his endeavours
to bring about a solution to the
national question.
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