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13th amendment, the problem today not the solution

By Dr.Vickramabahu

Karunaratne

fter going through series of

elaborate and far reaching
discussions on united state of regions,
federalism, internal self determination
etc., etc., we have come back to the
13 th amendment.

The 13th Amendment is nothing
more than one step forward and
ten steps back! True, it was a step
forward 20 years ago, when not
even parity of languages considered
seriously. The 13th amendment and
associated changes, at least nominally,
introduced parity of languages,
autonomy to the Tamil homeland,
and abrogation of statelessness. Of
course nothing substantial happened
to resolve the Tamil national problem,
but introduction of all these concepts
into the constitution is a victory that
one must not underestimate.

The roots of the 13th amendment go
back to the All Party Conference called
by the late President Jayewardene. It
is an all party conference (APC) to
which all registered, non proscribed
parties were invited.

I participated as a member of the
new Sama Samaja party delegation.
There were very powerful political
figures in the assembly. Dr Colvin,
Peter Keunaman, Vijaya , Kumar
Ponnambalam, Amirthalingam and
TULF leaders, Ashrof, Thondaman
Sr., and many others. The government
was represented by, in addition
to the President, Gamini, Lalith,
Hameed and others. At that time I
got opportunities to participate in

common seminars where Gamini and
Lalith too attended.

Our Position

I found them to be sharp and witty
with wisdom to listen carefully to
opposite opinion. They were able
to counter my arguments from their
own position with clear analytic
statements. At least, I was able to
clarify and consolidate my own
ideas by debating with them. In the
assembly Hameed came out as a
brilliant star, always guiding the
assembly to the point of discussion.
In that assembly we fought for two
things.

May be he believes that his
masters at Indra- prasasthi
will be happy to hear that,
and continue to help his
military answer to the Tamil
national problem.

Firstly, if the APC is seeking a
political solution to the Tamil national
problem then devolution should
be based on nationality. Hence the
Tamil homeland should be identified.
Secondly, that any draft document
prepared by the APC, should be first
presented to the representatives of the
Tamil speaking people, including the
militant armed organizations, before
taking any further action.

JR and MR

JR was willing to consider

these suggestions seriously but he
was tied down by the very forces
he represented. It may not be an
overstatement to say that in the
history of Sri Lanka, JR will have a
special place comparable to that of
Bismarck of Germany.

Within two years he has
become an arch reactionary

Sinhala chauvinist.

This man, an arch reactionary that
ruthlessly put us behind bars, threw
us out of jobs and threatened with
death for no reason except for blatant
class interest, in 1986 turned round to
compromise with the working-class
forces to discuss seriously to resolve
the Tamil national problem.

Until 85 my party was banned, we
were in hiding to escape death, few
months later [ was seated face to face
with JR, my class enemy, discussing
the way out for the Tamil speaking
people!

Today the present President MR ,
who never bothered even to participate
in the in the APC of President JR,
after twenty years has barged into the
APRC of Minister Tissa, screaming
that JRs 13th amendment is the
golden solution to Tamil grievances.

May be he believes that his masters
at Indra- prasasthi will be happy to
hear that, and continue to help his
military answer to the Tamil national
problem.

Whether one applies the uthpatha-
thithi-banga rule of Buddha or the

negation of the negation rule of
Hegel, the inevitable truth is that the
13 th amendment has become today
the problem, and not the solution.

In the past when he was in the
parliament, President MR was
considered by many to be a friend
of the proletariat. Within two years
he has become an arch reactionary
Sinhala chauvinist.

May be Mahinda wants to recreate
the Ramayana to become a modern
day Aryan Rama? He expects the
Hanuman of Indra-prasasthi to help
him to annihilate the Dravidian army
of Prabha, to install a sub ruler for
the Tamil province. May be Minister
Douglas is the modern Vibishana in
waiting! But the sad truth is that the
dream of the trio Mahinda, Champika
and Wimal is a bigger myth than
Ramayana.

No nation can be subjugated in
modern times unless the oppressed
people themselves abandon the
wish for freedom, liberty and self
rule. Gandhi, the saint of Indian
independence said that few decades
ago.

The Tamils are fighting a bloody
battle against a military solution and
at the same time hunger, fear and
anarchy are taking over the country.
While this misery is going on JVP
leaders are waiting till Mahinda
compromises with those who are
demanding a political solution.

That will be the opening for them,
not to fight against the misery and
destitution, but to make use of such
condition to establish the dictatorship
of the chauvinist grave diggers.
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