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By Dr.Vickramabahu 
Karunaratne

After going through series of 
elaborate and far reaching 

discussions on united state of regions, 
federalism, internal self determination 
etc., etc., we have come back to the 
13 th amendment. 

The 13th Amendment is nothing 
more than one step forward and 
ten steps back! True, it was a step 
forward 20 years ago, when not 
even parity of languages considered 
seriously. The 13th amendment and 
associated changes, at least nominally, 
introduced parity of languages, 
autonomy to the Tamil homeland, 
and abrogation of statelessness. Of 
course nothing substantial happened 
to resolve the Tamil national problem, 
but introduction of all these concepts 
into the constitution is a victory that 
one must not underestimate. 

The roots of the 13th amendment go 
back to the All Party Conference called 
by the late President Jayewardene. It 
is an all party conference (APC) to 
which all registered, non proscribed 
parties were invited. 

I participated as a member of the 
new Sama Samaja party delegation. 
There were very powerful political 
figures in the assembly. Dr Colvin, 
Peter Keunaman, Vijaya , Kumar 
Ponnambalam, Amirthalingam and 
TULF leaders, Ashrof, Thondaman 
Sr., and many others. The government 
was represented by, in addition 
to the President, Gamini, Lalith, 
Hameed and others. At that time I 
got opportunities to participate in 

common seminars where Gamini and 
Lalith too attended. 

Our Position
I found them to be sharp and witty 

with wisdom to listen carefully to 
opposite opinion. They were able 
to counter my arguments from their 
own position with clear analytic 
statements. At least, I was able to 
clarify and consolidate my own 
ideas by debating with them. In the 
assembly Hameed came out as a 
brilliant star, always guiding the 
assembly to the point of discussion. 
In that assembly we fought for two 
things. 

May be he believes that his 
masters at Indra- prasasthi 
will be happy to hear that, 
and continue to help his 
military answer to the Tamil 
national problem. 

Firstly, if the APC is seeking a 
political solution to the Tamil national 
problem then devolution should 
be based on nationality. Hence the 
Tamil homeland should be identified. 
Secondly, that any draft document 
prepared by the APC, should be first 
presented to the representatives of the 
Tamil speaking people, including the 
militant armed organizations, before 
taking any further action. 

JR and MR
JR was willing to consider 

these suggestions seriously but he 
was tied down by the very forces 
he represented. It may not be an 
overstatement to say that in the 
history of Sri Lanka, JR will have a 
special place comparable to that of 
Bismarck of Germany.  

Within two years he has 
become an arch reactionary 
Sinhala chauvinist. 

This man, an arch reactionary that 
ruthlessly put us behind bars, threw 
us out of jobs and threatened with 
death for no reason except for blatant 
class interest, in 1986 turned round to 
compromise with the working-class 
forces to discuss seriously to resolve 
the Tamil national problem. 

Until 85 my party was banned, we 
were in hiding to escape death, few 
months later I was seated face to face 
with JR, my class enemy, discussing 
the way out for the Tamil speaking 
people! 

Today the present President MR , 
who never bothered even to participate 
in the in the APC of President JR, 
after twenty years has barged into the 
APRC of Minister Tissa, screaming 
that JRs 13th amendment is the 
golden solution to Tamil grievances. 

May be he believes that his masters 
at Indra- prasasthi will be happy to 
hear that, and continue to help his 
military answer to the Tamil national 
problem. 

Whether one applies the uthpatha-
thithi-banga rule of Buddha or the 

negation of the negation rule of 
Hegel, the inevitable truth is that the 
13 th amendment has become today 
the problem, and not the solution. 

In the past when he was in the 
parliament, President MR was 
considered by many to be a friend 
of the proletariat. Within two years 
he has become an arch reactionary 
Sinhala chauvinist. 

May be Mahinda wants to recreate 
the Ramayana to become a modern 
day Aryan Rama? He expects the 
Hanuman of Indra-prasasthi to help 
him to annihilate the Dravidian army 
of Prabha, to install a sub ruler for 
the Tamil province. May be Minister 
Douglas is the modern Vibishana in 
waiting! But the sad truth is that the 
dream of the trio Mahinda, Champika 
and Wimal is a bigger myth than 
Ramayana. 

No nation can be subjugated in 
modern times unless the oppressed 
people themselves abandon the 
wish for freedom, liberty and self 
rule. Gandhi, the saint of Indian 
independence said that few decades 
ago. 

The Tamils are fighting a bloody 
battle against a military solution and 
at the same time hunger, fear and 
anarchy are taking over the country. 
While this misery is going on JVP 
leaders are waiting till Mahinda 
compromises with those who are 
demanding a political solution.

That will be the opening for them, 
not to fight against the misery and 
destitution, but to make use of such 
condition to establish the dictatorship 
of the chauvinist grave diggers. 
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13th amendment, the problem today not the solution

S•TL†RÁÛU –eL A‡LÖW� TfŸ°† ‡yP• 

JÁÛ\ÚV (Credible Power Sharing Proposal) 
NŸYÚRN N™L• CÁÛ\V ŒÛX›¥ CXjÛL 

AWpP–£‹‰ G‡ŸTÖŸefÁ\‰. AWNÛU�‘Á 

T‡Á™Á\ÖY‰ ‡£†R†ÛR SÛP˜Û\�T|† 

‰• ‡yP• T¼½V A½«�ÛT A¥X.

ÙLÖμ•‘¥ NŸYÚRN N™L†ÛR� ‘W‡Œ‡†

‰Y�T|†‰• CWÖ^R‹‡¡L· C‹Re L£†ÛR 

ÙY¸›yz£efÁ\]Ÿ. CXjÛL›¥ p«¥ 

�†R†‡¥ D|Ty|·[ RW�“Lºeh CÛP›¥ 

NUW N• ÙNš�• ˜V¼p›¥ NŸYÚRN N™L• 

LP‹R Hμ, Gy| B�|LÖ[ÖL N•T‹ 

R�Tyz£efÁ\‰.

C‹R YÛL›¥ C� ‘WopÛ]ÛV AÛU‡ 

Y³›¥ ˆŸ�TR¼LÖ] BeL”ŸYUÖ] SPYze

ÛLLÛ[ C£ RW�“LºÚU G|eL ÚY�|• 

G] NŸYÚRN N™L• G‡ŸTÖŸefÁ\‰ GÁ ¿• 

CWÖ^‹‡¡L· ryzeLÖyz›£efÁ \]Ÿ.

CXjÛL C]�‘WopÛ]eh CWÖ„Y 

Y³ ˜Û\›¥ ˆŸ° LÖQ ˜zVÖ‰ GÁ TÚR 

NŸYÚRN N™L†‡Á JÚW ŒÛX�TÖPÖh•.

A‡LÖW� TfŸ«Á ™X• AÛ]YWÖ ¨• 

H¼¿e ÙLÖ·[eizV ˆŸ° JÁÛ\ AÛU‡ 

Y³›¥ ÙT\ C£ RW�“Lº• «PÖ‰ ̃ V¼peL 

ÚY�|• GÁTÚR NŸYÚRN N™L†‡Á 

G‡ŸTÖŸ�TÖh•.

CÛR —½, CWÖ„Y Y³›XÖ] ˆŸ«¥ 

N•T‹R�TyP RW�“L· ˜Û]�“e LÖy|Y‰ 

NŸYÚRN N™L†ÛR� ÙT£• «N]†‰eh· 

B²†‡›£efÁ\‰.

ÚTor ™X• AÛU‡† ˆŸÛY Gy| 

YRÖ›Á AR¼LÖ] ÚVÖNÛ]† ‡yP• JÁ¿ 

AYpV•. A†RÛLV ÚVÖNÛ]† ‡yP• 

JÁ½Á Az�TÛP›¥ C£ RW�“Lº• ÚTor 

ÚUÛNeho ÙNÁ¿ RjL· ‘WopÛ]LÛ[† 

ˆŸ†‰e ÙLÖ·[ÚY�|• GÁTÛRÚV NŸYÚRN 

N™L• R]‰ ‡yPUÖL U]‡¥ ÙLÖ�|·[‰. 

A†RÛLV NUWN ˜V¼pLÛ[ Feh«†‰, 

˜ÁÙ]|�TR¼h† ÚRÛYVÖ] AÛ]†‰ 

ER«LÛ[�• YZjL°• NŸYÚRN• LÖ†‰† 

RVÖWÖL C£efÁ\‰.

C£ RW�“Lº• ÚTor 
ÚUÛNeho ÙNÁ¿ 
RjL· ‘WopÛ]LÛ[† 
ˆŸ†‰e ÙLÖ·[ÚY�|• 
GÁTÛRÚV NŸYÚRN N™L• 
R]‰ ‡yPUÖL U]‡¥ 
ÙLÖ�|·[‰.

G]ÚY, C�‘WopÛ]eho r˜L† ˆŸ°

LÖQ�TP ÚY�|UÖ]Ö¥ p¿TÖÁÛU›]

£eh ŒVÖVUÖ] A‡LÖWjLÛ[� TfŸ‹R

¸eh• S•TL† RÁÛU�ÛPV A‡LÖW� TfŸ°†

 ‡yP• JÁÛ\ AWr RW�“ ̃ ÁÙUÖ³VÚY�|• 

G] NŸYÚRN N™L• E¡ÛU�PÁ G‡ŸTÖŸe 

fÁ\‰.

H¼L]ÚY SÖyzÁ NyP†‡¥ E·[ JÁÛ\ 

SÛP˜Û\�T|†R ˜V¼p�TRÁ ™X• 

AÛU‡† ˆŸÛY Gyz«PXÖ• GÁ\ CXjÛL 

AWpÁ L£†ÛR NŸYÚRN N™L• S•TL† 

RVÖWÖL C¥ÛX.

AR]Ö¥RÖÁ A†RÛLV R]‰ E†‡ÛV 

CXjÛL A½«†R ÚTÖ‡¨• AR¼h BRWYÖ] 

hWÛXÚVÖ A¥X‰ Ao ÙNV¼TÖyÛP YWÚY¼

h• A½«�ÛTÚVÖ NŸYÚRN N™L• «|eL 

«¥ÛX.

C‹‡VÖ Uy|ÚU C‹SPYzeÛLÛV A‡LÖW�

TfŸ°eLÖ] ˜R¥ SPYzeÛL GÁ¿ Uy|• 

h½�‘y| YW ÚY¼“† ÙR¡«†R‰.

NŸYÚRN N™L•, S•TL† RÁÛU VÖ] 

A‡LÖW� TfŸ°† ‡yP• JÁ¿ ̃ ÁÛYeL�TP 

ÚY�|• GÁTÛRÚV CXjÛL AWpP–£‹‰ 

G‡ŸTÖŸefÁ \‰ GÁ\ «PV†ÛR CÛQ† 

RÛXÛU SÖ|Lº• ÙY¸�TÛPVÖL† ÙR¡«e 

L† RVÖWÖf�·[]. A†RÛLV A½«�ÛT 

«|�TR¼LÖ] ÙTÖ£†RUÖ] N‹RŸ�T†ÛR 

AÛY TÖŸ†‰e LÖ†‡£efÁ\]. CªYÖ¿ 

CXjÛL� ‘WopÛ] «YLÖW†‡¥ D|TÖ| 

LÖy|• SÖ|L¸Á ˜efV CWÖ^R‹‡¡L· 

ERVÄe h† ÙR¡«†R]Ÿ.

C‹R «YLÖW†‡¥ NŸYÚRN N™L†‡Á

Jy|ÙUÖ†R L£†‰ ŒÛX�TÖyÛP ÙY¸�T|†

‰• BYQjL·, A½eÛLL·, A½«�“L· 

T¥ÚY¿ Yz°L¸¥ CÂ ÙY¸Y£• G] G‡Ÿ 

TÖŸeLXÖ• GÁ¿• AYŸL· i½]Ÿ.
- ERVÁ

S•TL† RÁÛUVÖ] A‡LÖW� TfŸÛYÚV CXjÛL›P–£‹‰ 

NŸYÚRN• G‡ŸTÖŸef\‰ 13BY‰ ‡£†R A˜XÖeL†ÛR 

A¥X GÁfÁ\]Ÿ CWÖ^R‹‡¡L·


