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A³ÛY ÚSÖefo ÙN¥¨• p½XjLÖ 

CXjÛL†ˆ«Û]� ÙTÖ¿†RYÛW, 2008• B�| TÖWÖºUÁ\ E¿�‘]Ÿ

‡VÖLWÖNÖ UÚLÍYWÂÁ T|ÙLÖÛX�PÁ UXŸ‹‡£ef\‰. CªYÖ�| 

C‰ ÚTÖÁ\ AWpV¥ ÙLÖÛXL· EyTP UÂR°¡ÛU —\¥L· A‡L¡eh• 

G] G‡ŸTÖŸeLXÖ•. C‰ ÙY¿• B£P• A¥X E�ÛU ŒXYW• GÁTRÛ] 

ÙRÖPŸ‹‰ Y£• ŒL²°L· ryz Œ¼fÁ\].

ÚTÖŸ Œ¿†R J�T‹R†‡¦£‹‰ p½XjLÖ «Xfe ÙLÖ�PRÁ «Û[YÖL 

ÚSÖze SÖ|L¸Û]o ÚNŸ‹R L�LÖ‚�TÖ[ŸL· ÙY¸ÚV¼\�TP°·[]Ÿ.

C‹R SLŸ°L· ™X• NUÖRÖ]†‡¼LÖ] LR°LÛ[ C¿Lo NÖ†‡ ÚU¼hX

L†‡Á ˜L†‡Xz†‰·[ÖŸ Uf‹R CWÖ^TeN. C‹‡VÖ, q]Ö, V�TÖÁ, 

TÖefÍRÖÁ BfV BpV SÖ|L¸Á ER«�PÁRÖÁ Uf‹R«Á ÚTÖŸ

˜V¼pL· ÙRÖPW� ÚTÖfÁ\]. ÚU¼hXL†‡Û] ˜¼\ÖL� “\eL‚†‰

«y| BpV SÖ|L¸Á ER«›¥ Rjf›£�T‰ GÁT‰ ̃ ÁÛ]V p½XjLÖ 

RÛXYŸL· ˜VÁ¿ TÖŸeLÖR “‡V A„h˜Û\. 

ÚU¼hXfÁ RÛXœyÛP R«Ÿ†‰e ÙLÖ·YR¼h C‹‡VÖ°•, q]Ö°•

Uf‹R°eh AÛQVÖL C£eL� ÚTÖfÁ\]. C‹ŒÛX›¥ I.SÖ. UÂR°¡ÛU

L�LÖ‚�TÖ[ŸLÛ[ Ajh ŒÛXÙLÖ·[ ÛY�T‰ JÁÚ\ ÚU¼hXL• 

p½XjLÖ«¼h· LÖ©Á\ E·[ JÚW Y³VÖL E·[‰.

CWÖ„Y¢‡›¥ «|RÛX� “¦LÛ[ A³†‰ «|YRÁ ™X• C]�

‘WoNÛ]ÛV ˜¼\ÖL J³†‰«P ˜z�• GÁ\ S•‘eÛL›ÚXÚV C‹R 

˜V¼pL· SÛPÙT¿fÁ\]. B]Ö¥ C‹R ̃ V¼p J£ÚTÖ‰• ÙY¼½V¸eL 

ÚTÖY‡¥ÛX GÁTRÛ] Y£• SÖyL¸¥ EQŸ‹‰ ÙLÖ·[e izVRÖL 

C£eh•. CRÛ]ÚV ÚRpV† RÛXYŸ ‘WTÖLWÁ AYŸL· R]‰  UÖ®WŸ ‡] 

EÛW›¥ G‡¡ RjL[‰ TX†ÛR hÛ\†‰ GÛP ÚTÖ|YRÖLe h½�‘yPÖŸ. 

Uf‹R«Á ÚTÖŸ˜V¼pL· ™X• p½XjLÖ«Á ÙTÖ£[ÖRÖW• ARX

TÖRÖ[†‡¼h ÙN¥X� ÚTÖfÁ\‰.. p½XjLÖ°eLÖ] ÙTÖ£[ÖRÖW ER«

LÛ[ ÚU¼hXL• Œ¿†‰ÚUVÖ]Ö¥, ÚU¼h½�‘yP BpV SÖ|L¸ÚXÚV 

p½XjLÖ Rjf›£eL ÚY�zV ŒÛXeh R·[�T|•. CY¼½¥ V�TÖÁ 

R«Ÿ‹R HÛ]V SÖ|L· �QP LÖX†‡¼h Œ‡�R«LÛ[ ÙNšVUÖyPÖ.

ÚTÖ¡Á ™X• RjL[Ö¥ R–ZŸLÛ[ ÙY¥X ˜zVÖ‰ GÁ\ ŒÛX H¼T|• 

YÛW p½XjLÖÛY A³†RÖY‰ R–Z£PÁ ÚUÖ‰YRÛ]ÚV pjL· UeL· 

«£•“YÖŸL·. C‹R UÚ]ÖŒÛX›¥ UÖ¼\• H¼T|• YÛW, CXjÛL† 

ˆ° A³°� TÖÛR›¥ ÙN¥YRÛ] VÖWÖ¨• R|eL ˜zVÖ‰ GÁTÚR 

C�ÚTÖ‰·[ ÚNÖL•.

Through out the last two weeks 
of 2007, most people in the 

world celebrated the memory of the 
anointed Messiah and welcomed a 
peaceful and prosperous new year.

But for the Tamils in Sri Lanka 
these two weeks have been more 
violent and bloody than the previous 
fifty. Throughout the Christmas and 
New Year period the Government 
of Sri Lanka (GOSL) intensified its 
murderous activities in the Tamil 
Northeast. It is sending its armed 
forces deeper and deeper into the 
Tamil Northeast in order to cow 
and pacify the Tamil people as 2008 
dawns. It continues to exercise its 
long terrorist tradition of forcing 
the civilian population from their 
lands, indulge in large scale killings 
and in the destruction of homes and 
infrastructure. 

All these have been occurring 
while an internationally monitored 
cease fire was in place.

Mockery isn’t it?

Last week one of the gentlemen 
orchestrating this anti-Tamil war said 
exactly that. 

In an interview, Sri Lankan 
President’s brother and the Defence 
Secretary Gotabhaya Rajapaksa 
described the ceasefire as a “joke”. 
This American citizen further 
described the internationally 

recognised ceasefire agreement as 
just a “document” and called his 
beloved brother to “abolish the 
ceasefire agreement”.

A few days later the Sri Lanka's 
President and Commander-in-Chief 
of the armed forces as well as the 
Minister of Defence, Mahinda 
Rajapaksa, did exactly that. With this 
act the GOSL has disengaged from 
talking peace with Tamils and has 
declared open war on them. 

The significance of GOSL’s 
disengagement is the effective freezing 
of the peace process. By doing so the 
GOSL is making sure that there will 
not be a political dialogue with the 
Tamils in the foreseeable future. Thus 
it freezes the political process that 
forces people, institutions and the 
international community to discuss 
and negotiate about the democratic 
rights of the Tamils. Thus it prevents 
the recognition of the Tamils of Sri 
Lanka as a nation, the existence of an 
identified homeland for the Tamils 
and the right of self-determination of 
the Tamil nation. 

This whole discussion has been 
removed from the daily agenda for 
an unlimited period of time with the 
stroke of a pen. In the mean time the 
murderous GOSL hopes to militarily 
weaken the Tamils and to establish 
the peace of a grave yard in the Tamil 
Northeast.

Peace Process is Dead
Almost five years after the signing 

of the Cease Fire Agreement (CFA), it 
is again the subject to debate: was the 
CFA and the subsequent peace talks a 
historical mistake of the Tamils?

In the past, only the pessimists 
among us said so. They talked about 
historical mistakes and so on and 
predicted doom and gloom.

Now the CFA is dead the debate 
is alive again among all sections of 
the Tamils.

With the wisdom of hindsight, some 
of us are arguing that the Norwegian 
“facilitated” peace process is to blame 
for the dismal political situation of 
the Tamils in Sri Lanka. 

What truth is there in 
this?

The majority of the Tamil Diaspora 
supported the CFA & peace talks 
whole heartedly. 

This is because after decades of 
denial, through this CFA the GOSL 
recognised the Tamils as a political 
and military entity that achieved 
parity. That was a historic step. This 
recognition happened in the minds of 
millions of people too, including the 
Sinhalese. 

We all predicted that this would 
create dynamism for peace that would 
overcome all the negative aspects of 

Sri Lankan politics in the end.

Further, the Tamils thought that 
we should learn from the Zionists as 
they never said "No." At every stage 
the Zionists agreed to accept what 
was offered to them, and immediately 
went on to strive for more. The 
Palestinians, on the contrary, always 
said "No" and lost.

This view was accepted by most of 
the Tamil Diaspora at that time and 
has since determined the direction of 
the peace camp among the Tamils. 

But the main hope – that the 
dynamism of peace would dominate 
the process of CFA and peace talks 
was not realized.

The CFA and peace talks were meant 
to be a historic turning point. It should 
have put an end to the Sri Lankan 
conflict, which is a clash between 
an irresistible force (the offensive 
Sinhalese-Buddhist Nationalism) and 
an immovable object (the defensive 
Tamil Nationalism). 

This did not happen. 
Lacking a clear and agreed-upon 

aim, the CFA & peace talks gave 
rise to a situation that has almost no 
precedent. That was not understood at 
the time, nor is it clearly understood 
today.

Usually, when a national liberation 
movement reaches its goal, the 
change takes place in one move. A 
day before, the French ruled Algeria, 

on the morrow it was taken over by 
the freedom fighters. The governance 
of South Africa was transferred 
from the white minority to the black 
majority in one sweep.

In Tamil Homeland, an entirely 
different situation was created: an 
authority with state-like trappings 
was indeed set up in parts of Tamil 
Homeland, but the Sri Lankan 
occupation did not end. This situation 
was much more dangerous than 
perceived initially.

There was a sharp contradiction 
between the "state in the making" 
and the continuation of the liberation 
struggle. The need to go on with the 
struggle clashed with the need to 
strengthen the Tamil quasi-state. 

The Tamils might conclude from 
this that the very creation of the 
CFA & peace talks was a mistake. 
That it was wrong to stop, or even 
to limit, the armed struggle against 
the occupation. There are those 
who say that the Tamils should not 
have signed any agreement with the 
devious and untrustworthy GOSL 
as this encouraged the illusion that 
a historic peace process had been 
achieved.

It is still too early to judge, for 
better or for worse. The 2002 CFA 
and the subsequent peace talks do not 
belong to the past. They belong to the 
present. What future they may have 
depends on us.

Bloody New Year
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E D I T O R I A L

YQeL•!

EjL· AÛ]Y£eh• é h|•T†‡Á 

“†RÖ�| YÖ²†‰eL·. B�| ÙRÖPeL†‡¥ 

G¥ÚXÖ£• G|ef\ UÖ‡¡ pX ˆŸUÖ]jL· 

G|†‡£ef\•. A‡ÛX ˜efVUÖ] J�| 

EjL¸¥ pX£eh G¡oNÛX ™yzV `JpVÖš 

YÖpeL J£ ÚT�TŸ' GÁ\ YÖNL• `DpVÖš 

YÖpeL J£ ÚT�TŸ' G] UÖ¼\�Ty|·[‰. 

C‡ÛX C‡¥ CÁÙ]Ö£ «NV˜•  

C£ef\‰. CÂ ‘¡†RÖÂVÖ R«Ÿ‹R U¼\V 

IÚWÖ�‘V SÖ|L¸¥ é «¼TÛ]eh 

«P�TP°·[‰. R¼ÚTÖÛReh L]PÖ«¨•, 

‘¡†RÖÂVÖ«¨• Uy|• KpVÖš fÛPeh•.

GÁ]PÖ Uz›ÛX ÛL ÛYef½V· GÁ¿ 

�jL· BRjL�TPXÖ•. é¡Á RVÖ¡�“ 

ÙNX®]jLÛ[ NUÖ¸�TR¼LÖLÚY C‹R 

SPYzeÛLÛV ÚU¼ÙLÖ·fÚ\Ö•. JpÛV 

G|†R‡¥ GjLºeh LYÛXRÖÁ GÁ] 

ÙNšV ...

é¡¥ RÂ STŸL· —RÖ] 

RÖehR¥L· A‡L¡†‡£�TRÖL pXŸ 

GML¸P• ˜Û\�Ty|·[ÖŸL·. SÖjL· 

ÚY�|ÙUÁÚ\ VÖŸ —‰• RÖehR¥LÛ[ 

ÙRÖ|�T‡¥ÛX, N™L†‡Á —‰·[ AeLÛ\ 

LÖWQUÖL S•–ÛPVÚV E·[ ÚYPRÖ¡LÛ[ 

C]jLÖy|fÚ\Ö•. AªY[°RÖÁ. C£�‘Ä• 

C‰ «PV†‡¥ GjL[‰ RLY¥L· A¥X‰ 

L£†‰eL· RY\Ö]ÛY GÁ\Ö¥ RVjLÖU¥ 

ryze LÖy|jL·.

CÁ]˜• pXÚT£eh éÛW SPÖ†‡\‰ 

`AÛYÚVÖ' A¥X‰ `CÛYÚVÖ' GÁ\ hZ�T

–£ef\‰ ÙR¡�‰. pXŸ SÖjL· B£eÚLÖ 

˜Á]‚ AÛU�TÖš ÙNV¥T|f\RÖ�• 

Gμ‡ R·¸›]•. SÖjL· E¡eL E¡eL 

E·ºeÛL J�|–¥XÖR ÙYjLÖVjL· 

G�| ˜Á]ÚU ÙNÖ¥¦›£ef\•. CÁ]˜• 

A�‘z†RÖÁ C£ef\•.

é£eh BeLjLÛ[ AÄ�“•ÚTÖ‰ 

EjL[‰ BeL• U¼\V FPLjLºeh 

AÄ�T�Ty|·[RÖ GÁTRÛ] h½�‘P 

U\eL ÚY�PÖ•. U¼\V  FPLjL¸¥ 

ÙY¸Y‹RÛY ÙT£•TÖ¨• ‘WrW†‰eh 

G|†‰e ÙLÖ·[�TP UÖyPÖ‰ GÁTRÛ] 

ÙR¡«†‰e ÙLÖ·fÚ\Ö•.

R–ZŸ ‡£SÖ· C•˜Û\ ÚYÛXSÖ¸¥ 

Y£YRÖ¥ ÙLÖ�PÖ|«VÚ[Ö ÙR¡VÖ‰. 

ÙTÖjL¥, TXLÖWjL· ÙLÖ�| Y‹‰ R‹‰ 

EjL· AÁÛTe LÖyP «£•‘]Ö¥ GjL· 

T‚VL ˜LY¡ 10• TeL†‡¦£ef\‰. 

—�|• N‹‡�ÚTÖ•.

éLÖWÁL·+LÖ¡L·


