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Editorial lankadissent.com

Lessons from Nugegoda

The destruction caused by
the Nugegoda parcel bomb, we
believe, is an eye-opening chapter
in the annals of our national crisis,
where 19 innocent lives were lost.
Can we console ourselves just by
labelling it as another dastardly act of
terrorism? No doubt, those gentlemen
who faithfully believe in a military
solution would definitely rationalize
it that way.

This opportunity was not
grasped by the rulers in
the South as an opening
for a negotiated political
settlement.

And others from the north,
including Mr.Prabhakaran, may have
expressed the same sentiment when
two days prior to the Nugegoda bomb
blast, 13 persons including 11 school
girls on their way to participate at
Heroes’ Day commemorations were
killed in a claymore attack in their
own territory, alleged to have been
carried out by Deep Penetration
Unit of the security forces or their
affiliated paramilitary groups.

Almost for the last five years
LTTE did not target any civilians
in the south. Even after President
Rajapakse launched a full-scale war
against the LTTE and ‘liberated’

the east from their control, LTTE
took extra precautions avoiding
any civilian targets in the south
until this week. All their attacks were
accurately aimed at security forces
as happened at Katunayaka and
Anuradhapura air force bases.

By abstaining from striking
at civilians in the south,
LTTE aspired to influence
the international opinion in
their favor

This was a  progressive
characteristic of a guerilla movement
that was not alien to some serious
traits of terrorism in the past. But
this opportunity was not grasped by
the rulers in the South as an opening
for a negotiated political settlement.
Moreover, warmongers jovially
interpreted the LTTE’s unwillingness
or hesitance to strike at civilian
targets as impotency.

Whenthereisacease-fireagreement
both sides are prone to breach, while
denying the act as a fact or as a
violation within the interpretation
of the agreement. But with the
government air force jets bombing
the North and Tiger aircraft bombing
the security installations in the South,
no party could seriously disclaim the
violation. On the contrary, both sides

gloated over attacks successfully
carried out. That was how the present
full-scale war was escalated while
nominally holding to a defunct cease-
fire by both sides.

By abstaining from striking at
civilians in the south, LTTE aspired
to influence the international
opinion in their favor. That the
international community would
take the government to task
regarding its belligerence was
paramount in LTTE thinking. But
the killing of Thamil Chelvam went
almost unnoticed. Even Norway was
inordinately late in expressing their
condolence. In short, international
community used no lever of any
effective degree to contain the
wrathful aggressiveness of the
government.

In short, international
community used no lever
of any effective degree
to contain the wrathful
aggressiveness of the
government.

That was how Prabhakaran’s
Heroes’ Day commemoration speech
became so replete with frustration
over inaction of the international
community. Most probably, he may

have thought that there was no
meaning in respecting the rules of the
game, named warfare.

A war that is restricted to a real
battlefield is rather precise in its
military victory or defeat. But a war
that cannot be contained within a
geographical limits of battlefield is
deemed, sooner or later, to engulf the
whole country, where nothing short
of political sanity would be able to
arrest the precipitous fall. For further
reference, please look at Iraq.

A war that is restricted to
a real battlefield is rather
precise in its military

victory or defeat

Those who sowed bellicosity for
the last two years will now have to
reap the heavy burden of not only
winning the war as they claim is
possible but also protecting the lives
of the civilians, not in the North of
course, but in the South at least.

Finally, one can hardly fail to notice
the name of the shopping complex
where the havoc was caused. It is
“NO LIMIT”.

Would our future carry a
symbolic meaning in that ominous
name?
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