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EDITORIAL

Rule of Law

This week the MNational Post
(a Canadian newspaper) has
reported about the story of a Mr
Kasturiarachchi, a former Sri Lankan
Police chief. Apparently this retired
chief after serving his motherland for
decades quit Mother Lanka in 2002
and "came to Canada to escape the
past".

According to the National Post
this Sinhalese gentleman is soon to
be deported from Canada because he
was complicit in war crimes in Sri
Lanka.

Press statement by the Canada
Border Services Agency (CBSA)
talks about "a fair and consistent
application of the law," and "cases
where there is evidence of crimes
against humanity must be pursued,
no matter the perpetrator." Thus as
a former Sri Lankan police chief,
the CBSA says, Mr. Kasturiarachchi
is to blame for "systematic" and
"widespread" abuses committed by
the force "on a regular ongoing basis"
thus the removal of this Sinhalese
war criminal from Canadian soil.

We, the Tamil Expatriates welcome
the action of the CBSA.

We agree that by virtue of his
membership and activity with the
institutionally racist Sri Lankan
Police Force, he shared in its common
purpose or objectives thus he was
therefore complicit in the commission
of crimes against humanity.

We absolutely agree with the
statement of the CBSA and as a
community, we will do every thing
possible to help the CBSA.

In the meantime we hope that other
countries such as the USA and the
European Union will apply a fair
and consistent application of their
laws when it comes to the Sri Lankan
officials retired or not. And in cases
where there is evidence of crimes
against humanity, that these will be
pursued, no matter the perpetrator.

Double Standards

Last week the Sri Lankan Air Force
(SLAF) bombed a Tamil radio station.
This air strike on the Voice of Tigers,
located near Kilinochchi in the Tamil
North killed nine civilians, including
three of the station's employees.
Around ten civilians were wounded.
Later the SLAF said that the air force
had destroyed the "clandestine Tiger
terrorists’ radio station."

The pro-Sinhalese Colombo media
was very proud of this SLAF attack
and made appreciative comments in
its coverage.

The Switzerland based International
Humanitarian Fact-Finding
Commission (created under Protocol 1
ofthe Geneva Conventions) states that
"deliberate attacks against journalists
and infrastructure belonging to
or used by the press constitute a

serious violation of international law.
Journalists have the right to perform
their role in territories where fighting
is taking place."

Thus according to International
Law this attack on the Tamil radio
station was a war crime.

Apart from the Reporters With-
out Borders (RSF) and UNESCO,
the United Nations agency mandated
to defend freedom of expression
and press freedom, no international
institution or country has condemned
this vicious war crime.

On the same day seven Tamil
school girls were killed in an attack
by the Sri Lanka Army (SLA) Deep
Penetration Unit (DPU). They were
on their way to a rural first aid
training course. These Tamil children
were killed on the spot.

Everyone including the Colombo
media ignored these horrible murders.
Allinternational institutions including
the United Nations Children's Fund
(UNICEF) who are supposed to work
for children's rights, their survival,
development and protection, ignored
this atrocity.

The next day a bomb went off
in a down town Colombo fashion
store. At least seventeen people
were killed and another thirty three
were seriously injured in this savage
incident. The majority of the victims
were Sinhalese civilians. The GOSL

has blamed the Tamils for this

savagery.

Immediately condemnations were
put out by many.

We, the Tamil Expatriates were
horrified by this attack, but at the
same time perceive the behaviour of
the international community as cruel
indifference towards the attack and
suffering of Tamil civilians.

We accuse the international
community of double standards.

We have been warning the
international community for years
of the possible dangers and the
consequences of the appeasement of
the murderous Sri Lankan regime.

These incidents place Sri Lanka
at yet another crossroads on the
seemingly short road from savagery
to civilisation. It seems that the
international community continues
to take multiple short cuts and wrong
turns on its journey in Sri Lanka
policy making.

Several of the earth's most powerful
nations continue to appease GOSL,
while decades of hatred are boiling
and overflowing into acts of horror.

At this juncture the case of Mr.
Kasturiarachchi in Canada and the
actions of CBSA give some hope to
us. We sincerely believe that other
nations’ institutions will take note
and do the same.

We are poised, we hope, on the
brink of some new world order in
which torture, rape and murder would
be so condemned, so punished that
even powerful nations would not risk
the recriminations, and petty nations
like Sri Lanka could not entertain the
idea for a moment.

International Reality

At the same time the realists
among us warn of continual cruelty
and indifference by the international
community towards Tamils. Instead
of pursuing a fair vision, the powerful
interests and big nations will continue
to look the other way when it comes
to the Tamils, they say.

There is no political will or long-
range wisdom to take risks and grasp
the moment in Sri Lanka, we feel.
In this way, permission continues
to be granted by the international
community, not only to the officials
like Mr. Kasturiarachchi, but also
to the opportunistic Sri Lankan
politicians to oppress and kill.

But still there is hope. Public
opinion, even on a world scale,
changes all the time -- from
communism to land mines, we see
mental landscapes transformed before
our eyes. Thus, there is a chance, at
this critical juncture, to make the law
of the jungle so unpopular that the
world will be changed for good.




