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A†‰—¿• p½XjLÖ«¼LÖL TW�“ÛW

p½XjLÖ AWN RÛXYŸL· GÁ]RÖÁ E·SÖyz¥ ®W• ÚTp]Ö¨•,

NŸYÚRN A[«¥ ÙY¿eL�T|• ŒÛXÛV G‡ŸÙLÖ·[ ˜zVÖR ŒÛX›¥

E·[]Ÿ. J£ pX BpV SÖ|LºPÁ AYŸL[‰ EXL• r£jf 

«P˜zVÖ‰. BRXÖ¥ p½XjLÖ AWp]Ö¥ ÚU¼ÙLÖ·[�T|• UÂR°¡ÛU 

—\¥L· T¼½V ÙNš‡L· NŸYÚRN AWjf¼h Gy|YRÛ] R•UÖXÖ] 

Y³LÛ[� TÖ«†‰ R|eL ˜¼Ty| Y£fÁ\]Ÿ. 

˜R¦¥ NŸYÚRN FPLjLºeh ÙNš‡ YZjf Y‹R E·ºŸ FPL«V

XÖ[ŸL· h½ÛY†‰† RÖeL�TyPÖŸL·. ‘Á]Ÿ E·SÖyz¥ ŒVÖVUÖLo 

ÙNV¼TPe izV FPL«VXÖ[ŸL· —‰ YÁ˜Û\ LyP«²†‰ «P�TyP‰. 

pXŸ ÙLÖ¥X�TyPÖŸL·, CÁÄ• pXŸ LP†R�Ty| RÖef Aor¿†R�Ty| 

«|«eL�TyPÖŸL·. ‡NÖSÖVL•, ^pLWÁ ÚTÖÁ\ FPL«VXÖ[ŸL· 

CÁ]˜• pÛ\›¥ AÛPeL�Ty|·[ÖŸL·. 

CoÙNV¼TÖ|L¸Á ÙRÖPŸopVÖL, “X•ÙTVŸ‹R SÖ|L¸¥ CVjh• 

R–² FPLjLÛ[�• ˜Pef«P ‘WV†R]jL· ÚU¼ÙLÖ·[�T|fÁ\]. 

'R¡N]•' ÙRÖÛXeLÖyp›Á IÚWÖ�‘V ÚNÛYÛV CÍÚW¦V ÙY¸«YLÖW 

AÛUopÁ ‰ÛQ�PÁ Œ¿†‡VÛUÛV Cjh h½�‘PXÖ•.

E�ÛU ŒXYWjLÛ[ ÙTÖš�‘WoNÖWjL[ÖL LÖyP ̃ Û]�• p½XjLÖ 

AWr «|RÛX�“¦L¸Á ‘WoNÖW†‰eh R•UÖ¥ RÖeh ‘zeL ˜zVÖU¥ 

E·[RÖL �¦eL�ƒŸ Yzef\‰. U¿“\• pjL[ C]YÖ‡L[Ö] 

pX FPL«VXÖ[ŸLÛ[ RU‰ ÙY¸SÖy|† ŠRWLjLºeh ŒV–†‰, 

ÙY¸SÖ|L¸¨• ‘WoNÖW• ÚU¼ÙLÖ·[�T|f\‰. «[•TWŒ¿Y]jL¸Á 

™XUÖL YX‰NÖ¡ ŒÛX�TÖ|ÛPV FPLjL¸Û] CYŸL[Ö¥ CXh«¥ 

A„L ˜zYRÖ¥, AY¼½Á ™X˜• TW�“ÛW ÚU¼ÙLÖ·[�T|f\‰. 

C�‘WoNÖW†‡Á ÙY¸�TÖPÖL, L]PÖ«¦£‹‰ ÙY¸Y£• `National 
Post' T†‡¡ÛL “X• ÙTVŸ R–² UeL[Ö¥ SPÖ†R�T|• `ÙTÖjh R–²' 

ŒL²°LÛ[  TVjLWYÖR†‰PÁ ÙRÖPŸ“ T|†‡ ÙNš‡ ÙY¸›y|·[‰.  

ÙY·Û[›] ÚUXÖ�ÛUÛV TÖ‰LÖ�TÛR ÚSÖeLÖLeÙLÖ�| ÙNV¼Ty|

Y£• C‹R FPLjL·,  hzÚV½Lºeh G‡WÖ] RU‰ YZÛUVÖ] 

ÙNV¼TÖ|LÛ[ TVjLWYÖR Aor¿†R¨PÁ ÙRÖPŸ“T|†‡ ŒVÖV�T|†R 

˜¼T|fÁ\].

TVjLWYÖR†ÛR G‡ŸÙLÖ·Y‰ GÁ\ ÚTÖŸÛY›¥, Cjh• L£†‰o 

rR‹‡W†‡Á hW¥YÛ[ ÙS¡eL�T|• ATÖV• H¼Ty|·[‰ GÁTRÛ] 

UÂR°¡ÛU BŸYXŸL· L£†‡¥ ÙLÖ·[ ÚY�|•.

According to independent 
reports, Sri Lankan economy 

is at cross roads. The economic 
growth slowed for the first time in 
a year in the first quarter of 2008. 
While official statistics indicate a 
28.2 percent inflation in June 2008, 
independent economists say that the 
yearly inflation is more than forty 
percent.

The Government of Sri Lanka 
(GOSL) has allocated around twenty 
percent of its budget, that is almost 
two billion US Dollars, this year to 
it’s anti-Tamil war.

Lot of Sinhalese people who live 
in the South of Sri Lanka, especially 
the ones who could voice their anger 
without getting arrested or assaulted 
are up in arms against these hard 
economic times. 

Most Tamils who are living in the 
South, through the same economic 
conditions or worse, feel angry 
but keep their mouths shut. This 
is because if they protest against 
the same harsh economic conditions 
they would be labelled as “terror-
friendly Tamils on parade” (as the 
editors of the National Post of liberal 
and democratic Canada have put it) 
and we all know that this label in 
democratic Sri Lanka is a sure death 
sentence.

In the mean time Sri Lanka is said 
to have scored 20th in the Failed 
States Index (FSI), compiled by the 
Washington based think-tank, Fund 

for Peace (FfP) and Foreign Policy 
magazine.

Last month Fitch Ratings Agency 
downgraded Sri Lanka’s already 
below investment grade sovereign 
credit worthiness, saying escalating 
violence and soaring inflation 
prompted the move. Another agency 
Standard & Poor’s, downgraded its 
below investment grade Sri Lanka 
credit outlook to ‘negative’ in 
February 2008.

Thus most people in the Sinhala 
South are worried sick about their 
economy. They are complaining and 
crying about the high food prices 
and, well, the rising prices of most 
everything else. 

But there is a problem with this 
crying and complaining. The problem 
is that hardly any Sinhalese wants to 
admit that it is all part of the cost of 
their government’s mini-empire and 
pseudo-imperial adventurism in the 
Tamil Northeast. 

In 2006 when the GOSL marched 
into Tamil homeland on a murderous 
scorched earth military adventure, 
weren’t many Sinhalese exuberantly 
supported their heroic soldiers? Is 
it not this military adventurism in 
the Tamil Northeast that has caused 
GOSL’s spending to soar through the 
roof? Well, what do the Sinhalese 
think — that empires come cheap? 

It looks like that is exactly what 
they want.

“People say they’ll suffer the 
hardships as long as the government 
can finish the war,” said Iqbal Athas, a 
Colombo-based journalist, this week. 
“We are not against the war. We are 
ready to sacrifice everything for the 
war” said a Sinhalese Trade Union 
leader Mr Sumathipala Manawadu, 
last week.

Does anyone among the Sinhalese 
recall what the world used to say when 
the Soviet Empire came crashing 
down? The Americans bragged 
that Ronald Reagan had caused the 
Soviet Empire to spend the nation 
into bankruptcy. Of course, there is 
nothing new about that, as people 
who lived under the Roman Empire 
and British Empire learned. 

If out-of-control government 
spending on war was bad for the 
Soviet Union, why isn’t it equally 
bad for Sri Lanka? 

Of course, one big problem is 
that Sinhalese are convinced that 
Tamil Northeast is going to be under 
their control and their military and 
other institutions would take control 
(again) of the fertile Tamil lands 
and the resource rich sea. And also 
they will be able to use the Tamils as 
cheap labour and a lucrative market 
for their Colombo based companies 
and entrepreneurs. A self-funding 
imperial operation! 

Or they convinced themselves 
that the Dollar, Sterling & Euro rich 

expatriate Tamils alone would provide 
the costs of GOSL’s imperialism 
within ten years by visiting their 
Sinhalese controlled homeland in 
thousands and spending their hard 
currencies there. 

Alas, it is not going to be. Year after 
year, Tamil Northeast has become 
a veritable black hole of GOSL’s 
war budget; much of it goes up in 
smoke in the battlefields of the Tamil 
Northeast.

The future years are not going to 
be different either.

Thus supporters of GOSL can not 
pretend that they were not warned. 
From the inception of the Eelam 
Wars, most sane people in Sri Lanka 
and out side kept warning that the 
costs of these anti Tamil wars would 
inevitably be reflected in a crashing 
Rupee and rising commodity prices 
in Sri Lanka. They pleaded for a 
peaceful and just political solution 
according to the principles of internal 
self determination.

Today, unfortunately all too many 
GOSL supporters are doing their best 
to avoid accepting responsibility for 
rising prices. That is why they are 
coming up with all sorts of interesting 
rationales for rising prices and the 
crashing currency: foreign demand, 
speculators, oil companies, OPEC, 
capitalism etc.

Consider Zimbabwe, where prices 
for food double every hour. 

Now, what’s the cause of those 
rising prices in Zimbabwe? The 
average Zimbabwean might take 
the same position that the average 
GOSL supporter takes: “Mysterious, 
unseen forces in the universe that 
periodically attack countries, foreign 
demand, speculators or the business 
cycle?” 

Of course, all those rationales would 
be nothing more than an attempt 
to avoid placing responsibility for 
the rising prices squarely where it 
belongs — on the out-of-control 
government spending at the hands of 
the Robert Mugabe administration in 
Zimbabwe. 

Heck, let’s face it: the only people 
who have a moral right to complain 
about rising prices of food and most 
everything else in Sri Lanka are 
the Tamils, given that they are the 
ones who have been opposing both 
the racist state and the imperialist 
war and the massive government 
spending needed to fund them. 

Unfortunately Tamils can not 
go demonstrating in the streets of 
Colombo as their action would be 
labelled as “terror-friendly Tamils on 
parade” and “ethnic voters rallying 
for a parochial, unsavoury cause” and 
most of them would have ended up in 
prison camps or six feet under: just 
like what happened to the Jews who 
protested against the Third Reich in 
the ghettos of Europe.

Empires Don’t Come Cheap
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ÚS¼¿� ÚTÖÛX C£eh ÚT�TŸ Y‹‰, 

A‰efÛP›ÛX CW�| fZÛU 

Jz�ÚTÖ›y|‰. ��P TL¼ ÙTÖμ‰L· 

AÛUfÁ\ÚTÖ‰• HÚRÖ ÚNÖ¦ Y‹‰ 

ÚSW†ÛR ‡Á¿«|f\‰. 

‘WÖÁÍ, r«Í, Ù^ŸUÂ, ÙWÖ\ÁÚWÖ G�| 

JªÙYÖ£ CP†‡ÛX�• ÙTÖjh R–² 

SP‹RÚTÖ‰ éLÖWÁL· LÖ¡LÛ[�• 

N‹‡†‡£�’ŸL·. LÛPpVÖš X�PÂÛX 

SPef\‰. A‡ÛX�• X�PÂ¦£ef\ 

GjLÛP BeL· LX‹‰ ÙLÖ·º«]•.

ÚTÖ] ÚT�T¡ÛX GjLÛP ÚRÖZÁ 

TÖUWÛ] A½˜L• ÙNšVef·Û[ J£ 

‘ÛZ «y|yP•. AYÛW J£ «¡°ÛWVÖ[Ÿ 

G] Gμ‡«yÚPÖ•. E�ÛU›¥ AYŸ J£ 

T¥LÛXeLZL†‡ÛX ÚYÛX ÙNš›\‰ 

Uy|•RÖÁ GjLºeh† ÙR¡�•. U¼\Tz

GÁ] ÚYÛXÙV�| GjLºeh ÙR¡VÖ‰. 

C†RÛ] «YWUÖ] B· AjÛL ÚYÛ\ 

GÁ]†ÛR ÙNšV� ÚTÖ\ÖŸ G�zy| 

«¡°ÛWVÖ[Ÿ G] Gμ‡� ÚTÖyP•. AYŸ 

AjÛL J£ ÚTWÖp¡VŸ BL C£‹RÖ¥ 

J³V A�‘z Gμ‡]‰eLÖL GjLÚ[ÖÛP 

‘WoNÛ]eh YWUÖyPÖŸ G�| ŒÛ]oN•. 

B]Ö¥ ÚT�TŸ AY¼Û\ ÛLeh ÚTÖš 

ÚN£YR¼fÛP›ÛX S�TÁ L£QÖ (A‹Re 

L£QÖ C¥ÛXjÚLÖ)  ÚTÖy|e ÙLÖ|eL, 

ÚRÖZŸ L|�TÖ›yPÖŸ. RY¿eh UÁÂ�“ 

ÚLÖ£fÚ\Ö•. CÁWÙS¼½ÛX ˜ÁÅ¿ 

ÙPÖX£eh YÖjf] ÙPÖePŸ TyP†ÛR 

RjLÛP ÙTV£eh ˜Á]ÖÛX ÚTÖy| 

«XÖN• LÖy|f\ LÖX†‡¥ C�TzÙVÖ£YŸ 

C£�TÛR›y| ÙT£–R• ÙLÖ·fÚ\Ö•.

ÚT�TÛW LÖreh «¼LÖyz CÂ SÖjL· 

YÖpef\ÛR Œ�TÖyP� ÚTÖ\• G�| 

TX S�TŸL· TV˜¿†‰f\ÖŸL·. 

CÛY›¸ÁÛW ÙY£yP¨eLÖLÚY LÖreh 

«¼L ÚY�z YW�ÚTÖh‰ GÁ\ ATÖV 

GoN¡eÛLÛV «|fÚ\Ö•. ‘\h H]zV�TÖ 

LÖNÖefÂV· G�| �jL· “X•Te iPÖ‰.

C‰efÛP›ÛX ÚT�TŸ Œ£YÖL• ÛLUÖ½

«yP‰ G�ÙPÖ£ YR‹‡ AzT|f\‰. 

E�ÛU ÙTÖš ÙR¡ÚV¥ÛX. B[Öºeh 

SÖÁRÖÁ ˜RXÖ¸ �RÖÁ ˜RXÖ¸ G�| 

GjLÛP ‘WÖQÛ] YÖjLÖyzo N¡. B]Ö]�

TyP ¤�ÚTŸy ÚUÙPÖe, ÙLÖÁ\Öy ‘[Öe 

Ú\tpÛX BWÖY‰ Y£YÖjL·, AÛY RÖ\ 

N•T[†‡ÛX L¡‘VÁ ˆ°Lºeh ÙLÖ¦ÚP 

ÚTÖLXÖ• G�P L]° ÚYÛ\ Y£‰. 

J£ «ZÖÛY G�T SPÖ†R� ÚTÖ½V· G�| 

TX£• ÚLyf\ÖŸL·. ÚLÖÛPLÖX• ˜zVy|• 

TÖŸ�ÚTÖ•. A‰efÛP›ÛX ÚTÖyzLºeLÖ] 

EjL[‰ BeLjLÛ[ AÄ�‘ ÛY�jÚLÖ.

L]PÖ«ÛX C£ef\ GjLÛP C[rLºeh 

ÚT�TŸ YÖpef\ TZeL• C¥ÛXÚVÖ? 

SÖjLº• ÚLy|e LÛ[or� ÚTÖ]• B£• 

Gμ‡\RÖš ÙR¡ÚV¥ÛX. IÚWÖ�TÖ«ÛX 

EjLÛP ÙNÖ‹ReLÖWŸ EjLÛ[� T¼½ J£ 

UÖ‡¡ ŒÛ]ef]•. AªY[°RÖÁ.

—�|• N‹‡�ÚTÖ•.
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