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Four petitions to the Supreme 
Court, two by the UNP and 

two by the JVP, requesting it to 
declare the dissolution of the two 
Provincial Councils North-Central 
and Sabaragamuwa null and void 
were all dismissed last Friday, by 
the Supreme Court. For the judiciary 
they are all legal interpretations. If 
the law provides any provision for 
the Governors of the provinces to 
dissolve the PC’s, then the dissolution 
is “legally” right. Before that comes 
the political issue on “Devolution”. 
This whole war carried over for two 
and a half decades and still hyped, is 
pivoted on devolution of power. Over 
sharing of power in this State. 

Over the years since independence, 
what the Tamil political leaders asked 
for was a justifiable share in State 
power, for them to mingle with their 
own daily life, in predominantly Tamil 
areas. With those aspirations denied, 
the shift from those democratic 
demands through democratic 
agitations and protests to forcible 
cessation to establish a separate State 
for the Tamils, is at least a 60 year 
history in this country. 

The issue of a “Separate Tamil 
State” on Sri Lankan soil is therefore 
an issue of the Sinhala South refusing 
to share power, with any other ethnic 
or religious polity. The most closest 
solution offered as an alternative was 
the Provincial Councils under the 
13th Amendment to the Constitution, 
engineered by the Rajiv Gandhi 
government in 1987 July.   

Over the years since 
independence, what the 
Tamil political leaders asked 
for was a justifiable share 
in State power, for them to 
mingle with their own daily 
life, in predominantly Tamil 
areas

Why the PC’s failed
Why the PC’s failed as an alternative 

to the Separate State, is not because 
the South did not accept it as a “closer 
home” democratic power institute, 
but because the whole constitutional 

mechanism had plenty of duality 
and ambiguity in devolving power. 
That was quite rightly suspected by 
all militaristic Tamil groups, though 
India persuaded the EPRLF to contest 
the first PC elections in 1988.

From the very start, the Colombo 
government did not devolve enough 
power. Not even those that were 
legitimately due and constitutionally 
accepted to the provinces. There is 
this craving desire to keep all power 
with the Colombo government and 
that is one major reason why no 
political solution can be negotiated. 
That is the reason why even moderate 
Tamil people would not believe in 
any promise for devolution.

Puppet Council in the East
While this government claims 

it would implement the 13th 
Amendment in full, it has to date 
made no attempt to give all those 
powers to their own puppet Council 
in the East, which they promote as a 
very democratic provincial institute. 
Meanwhile the government has used 
its constitutional ability to dissolve 
two other Councils without even 

consulting the Council. If this is 
how the PC’s could exist, if the 
PC’s are going to be at the mercy of 
the Colombo government, they are 
not devolved instruments even the 
moderate would want to sit in. For the 
government in Colombo would keep 
using them for their own political 
advantage. That’s not what the PC’s 
were and are meant for, even if the 
13th Amendment is implemented in 
full.

Right to dissolve PC’s
If the Colombo government retains 

the right to dissolve PC’s this way 
for their own political gambling, can 
Sangarees and Devanandans accept 
them as enough ? This certainly 
defeats the very essence of power 
devolution to the provinces and the 
government is certainly proving 
there will be no such thing as shared 
power in this country, as long as 
the Rajapaksa regime is there. The 
corollary of this political behaviour in 
Colombo is a “Separate Tamil State” 
and the Rajapaksa government can 
go down in history as the Southern 
Sinhala regime that facilitated and 
assured a Thamil Eelam.
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RAJAPAKSA CENTRALISATION WOULD ASSURE AN EELAM 
E d i t o r i a l ,  L a n k a d e s i s s e n t

ÚRÖ¥«�¼\ SÖ|L¸Á Y¡ÛN›¥ —�|• 

CXjÛLeh `EV¡V' CP• EXL[Ö«V 

¢‡›¥ fÛP†‡£efÁ\‰.

`NUÖRÖ]†‰eLÖ] ÙY¸SÖy|e ÙLÖ·ÛL 

U¼¿• Œ‡' GÁ\ NŸYÚRN AÛU�“ Y£PÖ 

Y£P• ÙY¸›|• ÚRÖ¥«�¼\ SÖ|L¸Á 

Y¡ÛN›ÚXÚV C•˜Û\�• CXjÛL 

R]‰ ÍRÖ]†ÛR E¿‡� T|†‡e 

ÙLÖ�z£efÁ\‰.

A¿T‡¥ C£T‰

ÙUÖ†R• A¿T‰ SÖ|L· ÚRÖ¥«�¿• 

ÚRNj L¸Á Y¡ÛN›¥ C£efÁ\] G] A‹R 

NŸYÚRN AÛU�“ TyzV¦yz£efÁ\‰.

A‹R� TyzV¦¥ ̃ RXÖY‰ CP• ÚNÖUÖ¦V 

SÖy|eh.

C£TRÖY‰ CP†ÛR CXjÛL ÙT¼¿e

ÙLÖ�| R]‰ `ÙT£ÛUÛV'(?) ÙY¸�T|†‡

›£efÁ\‰.

C‹R SÖyz¥ CP•ÙT¿• Byp ˜Û\›Á 

q†‰Y†ÛR�•, AWÖ^LjL¸Á A†‰—\

ÛX�•, FZ¥, ‰Ð‘WÚVÖL•, ÚUÖNUÖ] 

ÙTÖ£[ÖRÖWe ÙLÖ·ÛL, R]‰ SÖy| UeL· 

G]† RÖÁ E¡ÛU ÚLÖ£• J£ p¿TÖÁÛU 

C]ehμU†‡Á —ÚR AWr ÙY¸�T|†‡ 

Y£• ÚTÖŸ ÙY½� ÚTÖeh ÚTÖÁ\Y¼ Û\�• 

ÚSÖeh• ÚTÖ‰ A|†‰ Y£• Y£PjL¸¥ 

C‹R� TyzV¦¥ C£TRÖY‰ CP†‡¦£‹‰ 

ÚU¨• TX TzL· CXjÛL ̃ ÁÚ]½ ÚRÖ¥« 

Y¡ÛN›¥ ˜ÁÄ¡ÛU ŒÛX ÙT¿• GÁT‰ 

‡�Q•.

CXjÛL›Á ÙTÖ£[ÖRÖW ŒÛXÛU 

h½†‰ ÙY¸VÖh• “·¸ «YWjL· C‹R† 

‡ÛNÛV ÚSÖef†RÖÁ CXjÛL† ÚRN• 

ÙNÁ¿ ÙLÖ�z £efÁ\‰ GÁTÛR SUeh† 

‰XÖ•TWUÖL ÙY¸� T|†‡ Œ¼fÁ\].

CXjÛL›Á ÙTÖ£[ÖRÖW Y[Ÿop 

G‡ŸTÖŸeL�TyPÛR «P CªY£P†‡¥ –L 

ÚUÖNUÖ]RÖL C£eL� ÚTÖfÁ\‰ GÁ\ 

A‡Ÿop† RLYÛX� ÙTÖ£[ÖRÖW Œ“QŸL· 

C�ÚTÖ‰ ÙY¸›yz£efÁ\ÖŸL·.

R¼ÚTÖÛRV ÙTÖ£[ÖRÖW ÙS£eLzL· 

U¼¿• ‘Á]ÛP°L· BfVY¼¿eh U†‡

›¨• C‹R Y£P†‡¥ hÛ\‹R TyN• Hμ 

®RUÖY‰ ÙTÖ£[Ö RÖW Y[Ÿop ®R• C£eh• 

G] CW�| YÖWjLºeh ˜Á]Ÿ CXjÛL 

U†‡V Yjf A½«†‡£‹R‰.

TQ®eL•

TQ®eL• Gf½e ÙLÖ�z£‹RÖ¨• C¿eL 

UÖ] SÖQV Œ‡e ÙLÖ·ÛLÛVe LÛP�‘z� 

TRÁ ™X• C‹R� ÙTÖ£[ÖRÖW Y[Ÿop 

®R†ÛR GyP˜z�• GÁ¿• U†‡V Yjf 

S•‘eÛL ÙY¸›yz£‹R‰.

B]Ö¥ A‰ NÖ†‡V�TPÖ‰ GÁT‰ C�ÚTÖ‰ 

ÙR¸YÖf«yP‰. LP‹R SÖÁh Y£P LÖX†‡¥ 

BLe hÛ\‹R ÙTÖ£[ÖRÖW Y[Ÿop ®R†ÛR 

C‹R B�| CXjÛL LÖyP� ÚTÖf\‰. 

C‹R Y£P† ‡¥ CXjÛL›Á ÙTÖ£[ÖRÖW 

Y[Ÿop BL 5.8 ®RUÖLÚY AÛU�• GÁ¿ 

ÙTÖ£[ÖRÖW «YLÖWjLÛ[† RW ŒŸQV• 

ÙNš�• UÚXpV Œ¿Y]†‡Á pÚWÐP 

ÙTÖ£[ÖRÖW Œ“QŸ h½�‘yz£efÁ\ÖŸ.

2007 C¥ 7.5 ®R ÙTÖ£[ÖRÖW Y[Ÿop 

®R†ÛR GyP ˜z�• G] G‡ŸTÖŸeL�TyP 

ÚTÖ‡¨• BL 6.8 ®R Y[ŸopÚV A�ÚTÖ‰ 

GyP�TyP‰ GÁT‰ h½�‘P†ReL‰.

A‰ C�ÚTÖ‰ ÚU¨• `LμÛR ÚRš‹‰ 

LyÙP¿•TÖ] LÛRÚTÖX' 5.8 ®R†‰eh� 

T|†‰«yP‰.

CÚRNUV•, CXjÛL›¥ TQ®eL˜•, 

«ÛXYÖp EVŸ°•, ÚUÖNUÖL EVŸ‹‰·[]. 

C‹R� ‘WÖ‹‡V†‡¥ G‹R SÖyz¨• C¥XÖR 

YÛL›¥ CXjÛL›¥ TQ®eL• ˜�T‰ 

®R†ÛR† ÙRÖy| Œ¼fÁ\‰.

LμÛR ÚRš‹‰

G¡ÙTÖ£· EyTP NLX A†‡VÖYpV� 

ÙTÖ£·L¸]‰• «ÛXL· A‡L¡†‰, 

YÖ]†ÛR† ÙRÖy|·[].

C‹R� ÙTÖ£[ÖRÖW ÙS£eLzLºeh•, 

ÚUÖN UÖ] «ÛXYÖp EVŸ°eh•, TQ®eL� 

‘Wo pÛ]eh• EXL N‹ÛR›¥ ÙTÖ£·L¸Á 

«ÛX EVŸÚY ˜efV LÖWQ• GÁ¿ i½ 

CXjÛL AWr R]‰ RYÛ\ ÚY¿ RW�“L· 

—‰ rU†‡† R�‘� ‘ÛZeL� TÖŸefÁ\‰.

EXL SÖ|L¸¥ G¡ÙTÖ£· EyTP� TX 

A†‡VÖYpV� ÙTÖ£·L¸Á «ÛXL· 

EVŸ‹‰·[] GÁT‰ E�ÛURÖÁ.

«ÛX�VŸ°

B]Ö¥ AR¼LÖL C‹R� ‘WÚRN†‡Á HÛ]V

SÖ|L· G¥XÖ• EXL N‹ÛR›¥ G¡ÙTÖ£· 

«ÛX EVŸ°eh H¼T RU‰ SÖyz¨• 

G¡ÙTÖ£¸Á «ÛX›¥ EVŸÛY H¼T|†R 

˜V¼peL«¥ÛX. A‰ÚTÖXÚY HÛ]V 

A†‡VÖYpV� ÙTÖ£·L¸Á «ÛXLÛ[�• 

AÛY A‡L¡eL°• C¥ÛX.

AÛY G¥XÖ• HÚRÖ J£ YÛL›¥ NŸYÚRN� 

‘WopÛ]eh H¼\ YÛL›¥ RU‰ ÙTÖ£[ÖRÖW 

ŒÛX�TÖ|LÛ[ UÖ¼½VÛU†‰, NŸYÚRN 

UyP†‡XÖ] «ÛX EVŸ° RU‰ UeLÛ[�• 

Gyz� TÖ‡�ÛT H¼T|†R «PÖU¥ TÖŸ†‰e 

ÙLÖ·fÁ\].

B]Ö¥ CXjÛL›¥ Uy|•RÖÁ, NŸYÚRN 

«ÛX EVŸÛYe LÖyz R]‰ SÖy| UeL¸Á 

RÛX ›¥ –[LÖš AÛWeL ˜V¼pefÁ\‰.

C‹R AWr† RÛXÛU›Á ÙTÖ¿�T¼\ 

ÚTÖe heLÖL CXjÛL† ˆ° ˜μY‰ÚU 

ÙTÖ£[ÖRÖW ŒÛX›¥ ‘ÁRjf, ÙT£• 

«ÛX ÙLÖ|eL ÚY�zV LyPÖV CeLyÛP 

G‡ŸÙLÖ·º• LyP†‰eh Y‹‡£efÁ\‰.   

ÚRÖ¥«VÛP�• SÖ|L¸Á TyzV¦¥ 

CXjÛLeh CP•
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