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Editorial,

Lankadesissent

RAJAPAKSA CENTRALISATION WOULD ASSURE AN EELAM

our petitions to the Supreme

Court, two by the UNP and
two by the JVP, requesting it to
declare the dissolution of the two
Provincial Councils North-Central
and Sabaragamuwa null and void
were all dismissed last Friday, by
the Supreme Court. For the judiciary
they are all legal interpretations. If
the law provides any provision for
the Governors of the provinces to
dissolve the PC’s, then the dissolution
is “legally” right. Before that comes
the political issue on “Devolution”.
This whole war carried over for two
and a half decades and still hyped, is
pivoted on devolution of power. Over
sharing of power in this State.

Over the years since independence,
what the Tamil political leaders asked
for was a justifiable share in State
power, for them to mingle with their
own daily life, in predominantly Tamil
areas. With those aspirations denied,
the shift from those democratic
demands  through  democratic
agitations and protests to forcible
cessation to establish a separate State
for the Tamils, is at least a 60 year
history in this country.

The issue of a “Separate Tamil
State” on Sri Lankan soil is therefore
an issue of the Sinhala South refusing
to share power, with any other ethnic
or religious polity. The most closest
solution offered as an alternative was
the Provincial Councils under the
13th Amendment to the Constitution,
engineered by the Rajiv Gandhi
government in 1987 July.

Over the years since
independence, what the
Tamil political leaders asked
for was a justifiable share

in State power, for them to
mingle with their own daily
life, in predominantly Tamil
areas

Why the PC’s failed

Why the PC’s failed as an alternative
to the Separate State, is not because
the South did not accept it as a “closer
home” democratic power institute,
but because the whole constitutional

mechanism had plenty of duality
and ambiguity in devolving power.
That was quite rightly suspected by
all militaristic Tamil groups, though
India persuaded the EPRLF to contest
the first PC elections in 1988.

From the very start, the Colombo
government did not devolve enough
power. Not even those that were
legitimately due and constitutionally
accepted to the provinces. There is
this craving desire to keep all power
with the Colombo government and
that is one major reason why no
political solution can be negotiated.
That is the reason why even moderate
Tamil people would not believe in
any promise for devolution.

Puppet Council in the East

While this government claims
it would implement the 13th
Amendment in full, it has to date
made no attempt to give all those
powers to their own puppet Council
in the East, which they promote as a
very democratic provincial institute.
Meanwhile the government has used
its constitutional ability to dissolve
two other Councils without even

consulting the Council. If this is
how the PC’s could exist, if the
PC’s are going to be at the mercy of
the Colombo government, they are
not devolved instruments even the
moderate would want to sit in. For the
government in Colombo would keep
using them for their own political
advantage. That’s not what the PC’s
were and are meant for, even if the
13th Amendment is implemented in
full.

Right to dissolve PC’s

If the Colombo government retains
the right to dissolve PC’s this way
for their own political gambling, can
Sangarees and Devanandans accept
them as enough ? This certainly
defeats the very essence of power
devolution to the provinces and the
government is certainly proving
there will be no such thing as shared
power in this country, as long as
the Rajapaksa regime is there. The
corollary of this political behaviour in
Colombo is a “Separate Tamil State”
and the Rajapaksa government can
go down in history as the Southern
Sinhala regime that facilitated and
assured a Thamil Eelam.

Bevfl slPlevTLd

& oA/

6T6MLD 61BN S B

Len& &/600flmg/

BB CudL

ORU PAPER




