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hZ�“UÖ C‹‡VÖ?

CXjÛL†ˆ«Á C]�‘WoNÛ] «PV†‡¥ ÙY¸�TÛPVÖL† RÛX›|

YRÛ] R«Ÿ†‰ Y‹R C‹‡VÖ, R]‰ A„h˜Û\›¥ UÖ¼\†ÛR 

H¼T|†‡�·[ÛUÛV AYRÖÂeL ˜zf\‰. CRÛ] E¿‡�T|†‰• 

YÛL›¥ C‹‡V U†‡V AWpÁ A‡˜efV A‡LÖ¡L[Ö], TÖ‰LÖ�“ 

BÚXÖNLŸ G•.ÚL. SÖWÖV�, ÙY¸«YLÖWo ÙNVXÖ[Ÿ pªNjLŸ ÚU]Á,

TÖ‰LÖ�“o ÙNVXÖ[Ÿ «^š pj BfÚVÖ¡Á A�ÛUV ÙLÖμ•“� 

TVQ• AÛU‹‡£ef\‰. ÙLÖμ•‘¥ CYŸL· p½XjLÖ N]Ö‡T‡ CWÖ^

TeN, R–² ÚRpVe iyPÛU�‘]Ÿ, p½XjLÖ AWN BRW°† R–²e hμe

L· G]� TXÛW�• N‹‡†‰ ÚTorYÖŸ†ÛRL· SPÖ†‡›£ef\ÖŸL·.

AWpV¥ UyP†‡¥ A‡Ÿ°LÛ[ H¼T|†‡›£eh• CYŸL[‰ TVQ†‡Á 

E·ÚSÖeL• T¼½ ÙR¡VYW«¥ÛX. C£�‘Ä• FPLjL· RU‰ FL†‡Á 

Az�TÛP›¥ JÁ¿eÙLÖÁ¿ ̃ WQÖ] L£†‰eLÛ[ ÙY¸›y| UeLÛ[ 

hZ�‘ Y£fÁ\]. 

DZ†R–ZÛW� ÙTÖ¿†RYÛW›¥, C‹‡VÖ«Á S•TL†RÁÛU «¸•“

ŒÛX›¥ C£�TRÖ¥, ˜ÁÙTÖ£ LÖX†‡¦£‹R‰ ÚTÖÁ¿, C‹‡VÖ«P

–£‹‰ ÙT£• G‡ŸTÖŸ�“eL· GRÛ]�• AYŸL· ÙLÖ�z£eL«¥ÛX. 

˜ÁÛ]V HUÖ¼\jL[Ö¥ C‹‡VÖ«Á JªÙYÖ£ SPYzeÛLÛV�• 

AYŸL· N‹ÚRL†‰PÚ]ÚV ÚSÖehf\ÖŸL·.

ÙUÖ†R†‡¥ CXjÛL†ˆ«¥ E·[ UeL· U†‡›¥, C‹‡VÖ«Á 

SLŸ°L· hZ�TLWUÖ]RÖL ÚSÖeL�T|f\‰. B]Ö¥ J£ pX R–² 

AWpV¥YÖ‡L· UÖ†‡W• YPeh-fZeh CÛQ�ÛT Y¦�¿†‡, NUÍz 

Az�TÛP›XÖ] A‡LÖW�TWYXÖeL†ÛR ÛUV�T|†‡V AWpV¥ 

ˆŸ«Û] C‹‡VÖ ÙT¼¿†R£•  G] S•“f\ÖŸL·.

CXjÛL†ˆ«¥ ‘\ Ne‡L¸Á ‘WNÁ]• A‡L¡†‰, ‘WÖ‹‡V†‡¥ 

RU‰ ÚUÚXÖjfV ÚTÖeh ÚL·«eh½VÖh•ÚTÖ‰, C]�‘WoNÛ]

ÛV LÖWQjLÖyz CXjÛL «YLÖWjL¸¥ RÛX›|Y‰ C‹‡VÖ«Á 

YZeLUÖf«yP‰. A‰R«W UÂR°¡ÛU, ÚRpV C]jL¸Á AWpV¥ 

E¡ÛU ÚTÖÁ\ «PVjL¸¥ C‹‡VÖ AeLÛ\ ÙLÖQ|·[RÖL† 

ÙR¡V«¥ÛX.

C‹R† RPÛY DZ†R–ZŸ «PV†‡¥ C‹‡VÖ ÚSŸÛUVÖL SP‹‰ ÙLÖ·[ 

«£•“UÖ]Ö¥ «|RÛX� “¦L· AÛU�‘Á —‰ «‡eL�Tyz£eh• 

RÛPÛV �ef, AYŸLºPÁ ÚSWzVÖL� ÚTN ˜ÁYWÚY�|•.

We all know that the Rajapakse 
led Government of Sri Lanka 

(GOSL), has been setting up new 
world and regional records since it 
came to power in 2005. It started 
with having the largest number of 
ministers in the world. Within a few 
months of coming to power this 
government started killing its own 
citizens in hundreds and called them 
all terrorists. Within a year of coming 
to power it made Sri Lanka the worst 
place to work as an aid worker (it still 
is). Later it made Sri Lanka the worst 
place to work as a journalist (well, it 
still is). All this good work has not 
satisfied the ruling elite and it has 
been working overtime.

Then to cap every thing this year 
the GOSL has made Sri Lanka 
have the highest inflation in Asia 
(and certain future stagflation) and 
has made the paradise isle of Sri 
Lanka one of  “Hunger’s Global Hot 
Spots” according to the World Food 
Programme. Thus not only it has 
been pushing hundreds of its young 
people to go and kill themselves but 
also it is making households adopt 
“unsustainable coping mechanisms 
like reducing meal sizes, skipping 
meals, eating less preferred food, 
borrowing, and selling assets” in 
order to survive.

The amount of news print, 
the number of pithy editorials in 
Colombo Press and urgent appeals 
by the political parties regarding this 

30% inflation and the effect this is 
having on the Sinhalese poor is very 
encouraging. It makes you have faith 
in the Colombo press. 

But hang on! Where are the news 
items and pithy editorials about the 
effects of inflation cum stagflation on 
the Northeast Tamils? 

There is absolutely nothing about 
the economic situation of the Tamil 
Northeast in the Colombo press. 

The international 
community

The international community 
which pontificates the Tamils about 
“legitimate” rights had not uttered a 
single word about the economic crisis 
our people face. 

According to a 2006-07 survey 
conducted by the GOSL’s Census and 
Statistics department, 15.2 percent of 
the population—more than 2.8 million 
people—live on 70 rupees ($US 68 
cents) a day. This income was just 
enough for a one meal per person. 
Half the population lives below 4,043 
rupees per month, approximately 
$US1.25 per day. In the plantation 
areas, where the famous Ceylon Tea 
comes from, a staggering 32 percent 
of people are living on less than 65 
rupees a day. This survey excluded 
the Tamil Northeast because it was 
not peaceful enough to conduct a 

survey we were told.

If the Sinhalese South which has 
been having an economic growth of 
more than five percent for the last 
twenty years, yet still have the above 
figures and  became yet another 
“Hunger’s Global Hot Spots” what 
is the situation in the Tamil Northeast 
which has been persecuted by the 
successive GOSL over the last thirty 
years? 

Again, we are told there is no 
data about the economic situation 
of the Tamil Northeast. No data, no 
comment.

Economic life of the 
Tamils.

Let us look at the economic life of 
the Tamils.

The Tamil Northeast is a big 
group of imprisoned villages that 
is surrounded by heavily guarded 
Sri Lanka Army roadblocks on 
all sides. It's a place where all 
meaningful economic activities were 
systematically shattered by more 
than thirty years of calculated GOSL 
military oppression.

Few in the Sinhalese South or 
among the international community 
are capable of imagining what life 
is like in the Northeast: the almost 
universal unemployment, poverty, 

endless siege and humiliations of life, 
just like a prison. Young Tamils have 
no reason to get up in the morning 
other than to face another day of 
joblessness and humiliation.

In reality the Tamil Northeast is 
going through a huge economic crisis 
our people never have witnessed 
before. This is the worst economic 
scenario our people have ever faced 
they tell us.  Local public health 
officials say that more than seventy 
percent of school children in the 
Tamil Vanni region are suffering from 
malnutrition. Many school children 
don’t go to school anymore. The ones 
who go to school can’t concentrate as 
they are too hungry. Every day a good 
number faint during their lessons 
because their blood sugar levels are 
so low.  It is thought that more than 
sixty percent of pregnant mothers in 
the same region are suffering from 
both anaemia and malnutrition.

However, the Sinhalese South and 
the international community have 
little interest in knowing the situation 
in which our people are living and 
dying. 

The Sinhalese dominated Colombo 
media and the Sri Lankan opposition 
parties have next to nothing to say 
about the life of the Tamils; the 
only stories of the North that they 
print and care about is how their 
heroic soldiers are marching on in the 
Tamil North and how wonderfully 

the state forces are killing all the 
Tamil “terrorists”. 

In fact few in Sinhalese South or 
in the international community would 
like to hear about the price of flour or 
medicines in the Tamil Vanni just as 
they did not want to hear about the 
killings of Tamil school children in 
Sencholai in 2006.

This is how the Sri Lankan state’s 
national agenda is determined i.e. 
Tamil hunger and malnutrition is 
not some thing to worry about even 
though it might be ten times more 
severe than what you are going 
through. 

This has nothing to do with media 
critique; it's about the Sinhalese 
image; it’s about the image of the 
international community. A society 
that disregards loss of human values is 
a tainted one. A society that conceals 
from its citizens vital information of 
this kind is undercutting their sense 
of judgment. 

Dual morality
The situation is further compounded 

when one examines the attitude of the 
Sinhala society toward its hunger 
and malnourished: there aren't many 
societies that immerse themselves so 
intensely in self pity. What we have, 
then, is a dual morality: our hunger 
matters and others’ hunger doesn't 
exist, especially if its Tamils’

Only My Hunger Matters!
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E D I T O R I A L

YQeL•!

C‰ 96Y‰ ÚT�TŸ. SÖjL· «Û[VÖy| 

«Û[VÖyPÖš EjLÛ[ A¿eL BW•‘†‰ 

SÖ¨ Y£N• ˜ztpyP‰. ‡£•‘� TÖŸ†RÖ¥ 

UÛX�TÖš†RÖÁ C£eh. 

B�|LQef¥ ÙT¡V T†‡¡ÛLL¸¥ 

T‚“¡‹R AÄTYÚUÖ, FPL†‰Û\ T¼½] 

Tz�ÚTÖ GjL¸P–£eL«¥ÛX. J£ 

ÙLÖ•‘�yP£• T†‡¡ÛL YzYÛUef\ 

ÙNÖ�¼ÙYVÖ£• C£‹RÖ¥ ÚT�TŸ Azef\‰ 

J�|• pWU–¥ÛX G�|RÖÁ ÙRÖPjf]•, 

CªY[†‰eh Y‹‰ Œeh‰.. EjLP AÁ“• 

BRW°• RÖÁ GjLÛ[ E¼NÖL�T|†‡V‰. 

(CÛR T�TÖ«ÛX H\ ÛY†R‰ UÖ‡¡ 

G�| ERÖWQ• ÙNÖ¥¦ EjLÛ[ 

ÚLÖT�T|†ReiPÖ‰.)  

C£‹RÖ¨• C‰ J�|• UÛXÛV� ‘Wyz\ 

NÖRÛ] CXÛX†RÖÁ. CÁT˜• ‰ÁT˜• 

LX‹R J£ AÄY˜• Tz�‘Û]�• 

fÛP†‡£ef\‰ G]T‰ E�ÛU. CÂ�• 

ÙRÖPŸYRÖ C¥ÛXVÖ GÁTÛR �jL·RÖÁ 

ÙNÖ¥ÚXÖ„•. EjLP BRW° iPY£UÖ]Ö¥

SÖjLº• ÙRÖP£Y•. C¥XÖyPÖ «y|y| 

ÚYÛ\ ÚYÛXÛV TÖŸeL� ÚTÖ›|Y•.

GjLÛ[ ÙTÖ¿†‰e ÙLÖ·f\ YÖNLŸL· 

C£ef\ UÖ‡¡, é Tz†RÖ¥ CW†R 

Aμ†R• H¿f\ BeLº• C£ef]•. 

GjLºeh «[jLÖR R†‰Y «[eLjLÛ[e 

i½ CÙR¥XÖ• éÚWÖ G�| L†‡\ 

BeLº• C£ef]•. TWYÖ›¥ÛX CÛR 

YÖpeL ÚY�|• GÁ¿ ÚRÖÁ½]Ö¥ 

YÖp�jL· A¥X‰ ¾-ÛNef¸j iÛPeh· 

ÚTÖy| «y| EjLP ÚNÖ¦ÛV� TÖ£jÚLÖ 

(A�‘z H‰• C£‹RÖ¥). éeLÖL 

®QÖ HÁ EjLÛP EP•ÛT ÙL|†‰e 

ÙLÖ·ºYÖÁ?

GU‰ «[•TWRÖWŸLÛ[� T¼½�• 

ÙNÖ¥XÚY„•. RjL· «[•TW†ÛR 

‘ÛZ G‰°• C¥XÖU¥ ‘Wr¡eLÚY„• 

GÁTÛR† R«W AYŸL· GjL¸P• ÚY¿ 

GRÛ]�• G‡ŸTÖŸ�T‡¥ÛX. SÖjLº• 

A‹R JÁÛ\ «P ÚYÙ\‹R ETLÖW˜• 

AYŸLºeho ÙNšY‡¥ÛX. CR¼fÛP›¥ 

é¡¥ «[•TWjLÛ[ ÚTÖPÚY�PÖ• 

G�|•, AÛYÛV «P SÖjL· U¦YÖ 

AyÚYŸy ÚTÖ|Y•., GjLP ÚT�TŸ N‹‡W 

U�PX†‡¼h• ÚTÖh‰ G�| ÙNÖ¥¦\ 

BeLº• C£ef]•. CY¼Û\ÙV¥XÖ• 

ÙTÖ£yT|†RÖ‰ GjLºeh BRW° YZjf 

Y£• YŸ†RL S�TŸLºeh GjL· 

SÁ½›Û]† ÙR¡«†‰e ÙLÖ·fÚ\Ö•..

CÁÄ• G†RÛ] ÚT£eh SÖjL· SÁ½ 

ÙNÖ¥XÚY„• A‰eh 40 TeLjLº• 

ÚTÖRÖU¦£eh• GÁTRÖ¥ ÙTÖ‰YÖL 

G¥ÚXÖ£eh• SÁ½ ÙNÖ¥¦\•.

DZ†R–ZŸLºeh ÙS£eLUÖ], AYŸLÛ[ 

ÚSpef\ GjL· ÚRÖZÁ, TÖUWÁ GÁf\ 

G³¼ÚLÖ C‹R ÚT�T¡¦£‹‰ J£ ÙRÖPÛW 

Gμ‰f\ÖŸ. DZ†R–ZŸLºP]Ö] AYW‰ 

E\«Á ÙS£eL†ÛR AY£eÚL E¡V G·[¥ 

ÙUÖ³›¥ ÚLÖV•“†Š¡¦£‹‰ EjLºPÁ 

TfŸ‹‰ ÙLÖ·YÖŸ.

ÚYÛ\? 

—�|• N‹‡�ÚTÖ•

éLÖWÁL·+LÖ¡L·


