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EDITORIAL

Only My Hunger Matters!

e all know that the Rajapakse

led Government of Sri Lanka
(GOSL), has been setting up new
world and regional records since it
came to power in 2005. It started
with having the largest number of
ministers in the world. Within a few
months of coming to power this
government started killing its own
citizens in hundreds and called them
all terrorists. Within a year of coming
to power it made Sri Lanka the worst
place to work as an aid worker (it still
is). Later it made Sri Lanka the worst
place to work as a journalist (well, it
still is). All this good work has not
satisfied the ruling elite and it has
been working overtime.

Then to cap every thing this year
the GOSL has made Sri Lanka
have the highest inflation in Asia
(and certain future stagflation) and
has made the paradise isle of Sri
Lanka one of “Hunger’s Global Hot
Spots” according to the World Food
Programme. Thus not only it has
been pushing hundreds of its young
people to go and kill themselves but
also it is making households adopt
“unsustainable coping mechanisms
like reducing meal sizes, skipping
meals, eating less preferred food,
borrowing, and selling assets” in
order to survive.

The amount of news print,
the number of pithy editorials in
Colombo Press and urgent appeals
by the political parties regarding this

30% inflation and the effect this is
having on the Sinhalese poor is very
encouraging. It makes you have faith
in the Colombo press.

But hang on! Where are the news
items and pithy editorials about the
effects of inflation cum stagflation on
the Northeast Tamils?

There is absolutely nothing about
the economic situation of the Tamil
Northeast in the Colombo press.

The international
community

The international community
which pontificates the Tamils about
“legitimate” rights had not uttered a
single word about the economic crisis
our people face.

According to a 2006-07 survey
conducted by the GOSL’s Census and
Statistics department, 15.2 percent of
the population—more than 2.8 million
people—Tlive on 70 rupees ($US 68
cents) a day. This income was just
enough for a one meal per person.
Half the population lives below 4,043
rupees per month, approximately
$US1.25 per day. In the plantation
areas, where the famous Ceylon Tea
comes from, a staggering 32 percent
of people are living on less than 65
rupees a day. This survey excluded
the Tamil Northeast because it was
not peaceful enough to conduct a

survey we were told.

If the Sinhalese South which has
been having an economic growth of
more than five percent for the last
twenty years, yet still have the above
figures and became yet another
“Hunger’s Global Hot Spots” what
is the situation in the Tamil Northeast
which has been persecuted by the
successive GOSL over the last thirty
years?

Again, we are told there is no
data about the economic situation
of the Tamil Northeast. No data, no
comment.

Economic life of the
Tamils.

Let us look at the economic life of
the Tamils.

The Tamil Northeast is a big
group of imprisoned villages that
is surrounded by heavily guarded
Sri Lanka Army roadblocks on
all sides. It's a place where all
meaningful economic activities were
systematically shattered by more
than thirty years of calculated GOSL
military oppression.

Few in the Sinhalese South or
among the international community
are capable of imagining what life
is like in the Northeast: the almost
universal unemployment, poverty,

endless siege and humiliations of life,
just like a prison. Young Tamils have
no reason to get up in the morning
other than to face another day of
joblessness and humiliation.

In reality the Tamil Northeast is
going through a huge economic crisis
our people never have witnessed
before. This is the worst economic
scenario our people have ever faced
they tell us. Local public health
officials say that more than seventy
percent of school children in the
Tamil Vanni region are suffering from
malnutrition. Many school children
don’t go to school anymore. The ones
who go to school can’t concentrate as
they are too hungry. Every day a good
number faint during their lessons
because their blood sugar levels are
so low. It is thought that more than
sixty percent of pregnant mothers in
the same region are suffering from
both anaemia and malnutrition.

However, the Sinhalese South and
the international community have
little interest in knowing the situation
in which our people are living and
dying.

The Sinhalese dominated Colombo
media and the Sri Lankan opposition
parties have next to nothing to say
about the life of the Tamils; the
only stories of the North that they
print and care about is how their
heroic soldiers are marching on in the
Tamil North and how wonderfully

the state forces are killing all the
Tamil “terrorists”.

In fact few in Sinhalese South or
in the international community would
like to hear about the price of flour or
medicines in the Tamil Vanni just as
they did not want to hear about the
killings of Tamil school children in
Sencholai in 2006.

This is how the Sri Lankan state’s
national agenda is determined i.e.
Tamil hunger and malnutrition is
not some thing to worry about even
though it might be ten times more
severe than what you are going
through.

This has nothing to do with media
critique; it's about the Sinhalese
image; it’s about the image of the
international community. A society
that disregards loss of human values is
a tainted one. A society that conceals
from its citizens vital information of
this kind is undercutting their sense
of judgment.

Dual morality

The situation is further compounded
when one examines the attitude of the
Sinhala society toward its hunger
and malnourished: there aren't many
societies that immerse themselves so
intensely in self pity. What we have,
then, is a dual morality: our hunger
matters and others’ hunger doesn't
exist, especially if its Tamils’




