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Even Joseph Goebbels, who was 
the closest associate of Adolf 

Hitler, would feel uncomfortable in 
his cold grave to learn that the Sri 
Lankan defence secretary, Gotabhaya 
Rajapakse, is being compared to him. 
Gotabhaya is the closest associate 
of President Rajapakse, his brother 
and by virtue of his being the brother 
believes that he is an integral part of 
the Sri Lankan state. For Goebbels, 
who was in charge of Hitler’s fascist 
media machinery with his deep 
rooted contempt for humanity, truth 
was the greatest enemy of the state. 
Goebbels said: “If you tell a lie big 
enough and keep repeating it, people 
will eventually come to believe it. 
The lie can be maintained only for 
such time as the State can shield the 
people from the political, economic 
and/or military consequences of the 
lie. It thus becomes vitally important 
for the State to use all of its powers 
to repress dissent, for the truth is the 
mortal enemy of the lie, and thus by 
extension, the truth is the greatest 
enemy of the State.”

Just as much as  Hitler used 
Goebbels to muffle all forms of 
freedom of expression, Gotabhaya 
of  the Sri Lankan state, has always 
assumed the role of a petty Goebbels 
not only when it comes to the matter 
of the media in relation to the actions 
of the security forces. Though 
Gotabahaya is no comparison to 
the intellectual stature of Goebbels 
with a penchant for culture and the 
arts, Gotabhaya with his enthusiasm, 

would nevertheless have proved an 
excellent fifteenth in the hierarchy of 
Goebbels’ Nazi staff inside the Third 
Reich, carrying out orders without 
question.

On Monday, 26 May 2008, two 
senior journalists attached to the 
government owned Lake House 
group of newspapers, Poddala 
Jayantha and Sanath Balasooriya 
also of the Working Journalist 
Association (WJA) along with their 
Chairman Bandula Padmakumara 
were summoned to be reprimanded 
by the defence secretary.  They were, 
reportedly, threatened that their 
activities were bringing disrepute 
to the State armed forces, and that 
they should not hold the government 
responsible for any harm arising out 
of any serious action taken against 
journalists by patriotic citizens who 
love military leaders.  They were also 
told that such actions by these patriotic 
citizens who love military leaders 
were not wrong and the government 
would not stop such action. He is 
said to have further stated:  “you will 
have to face severe consequences if 
you criticise military leaders”. They 
were not told whether these “patriotic 
citizens who love military leaders” 
were from the underworld, members 
of the security services, or just hired 
assassins doing a demolition job for a 
consideration—leaving no room for 
any negotiation.

The crime for which Jayantha 
and Balasooriya of the WJA were 

summoned was not for criticising the 
military but for criticising the manner 
in which some “patriotic citizens and 
those who love the military leaders” 
had on Friday, May 23rd, dealt with 
Keith Noyahr the associate editor 
of the Nation for exposing the 
misdemeanours of the top brass of the 
Sri Lankan army in a well researched 
article captioned: “An army is not 
its commander’s private fiefdom”. 
Mr. Noyahr was abducted, assaulted 
and tortured for nearly eight hours 
by masked patriotic citizens and then 
dropped close to his home. He was 
not allowed to die for he had to 
convey an important message to the 
rest of the journalists. When President 
Rajapakse had ordered the usual 
sham inquiry, his brother and defence 
secretary on the other hand justifies 
the attack on Noyahr, nullifying 
the whole melodramatic effect for 
what it was worth. Gothabahaya’s 
“thinly veiled death threats” are 
not new. He had earlier threatened 
the Daily Mirror editor, Champika 
Liyanaarachchi, with death. 

Gotabhaya’s statements were 
pregnant with meaning and should 
not be dismissed lightly. These threats 
were not directed only to Jayantha, 
Balasooriya and Padmakumara. It 
was a message to the entire journalist 
fraternity. 

Like a devil citing scripture, 
invoking the archaic Establishment 
Code the convenient Bible of the 
Sri Lankan state service, the servile 

director of the Media Centre for 
National Security, stated that State 
employees including Lake House 
journalists could not criticise 
government policies no matter what 
their position was and it could be 
considered as a grave crime to do so. 
According to him, therefore, State 
officers, even in their capacity as trade 
unionists in a “democracy” cannot 
express views on crimes against 
their own constituent members. He 
mistook government’s corruption 
to be government policy unless he 
meant that corruption was part of 
their policy. A Freudian slip! 

Meanwhile, shedding crocodile 
tears was minister Rambukwella 
who continually  thinks that those 
inhabiting the rest of the world are 
either imbecile, partially insane or 
both, has said in relation to Noyahr: 
“We are trying our level best to 
conduct this investigation accurately 
and impartially and we are ready to 
facilitate him with whatever security 
he needs. But if he does not support 
us by at least by giving a statement, 
we have to do the investigation 
with the available evidence”. In 
forestalling the outcome of the mock 
inquiry, he was not only contradicting 
Gotabhaya he was also betraying the 
absolute hypocrisy of the Sri Lankan 
government.

It is time that Sri Lanka stopped 
claiming that it is a democracy for 
it is a fascist police state where truth 
and accuracy are no defence for 
sedition.  

,dp jkpopdk; 

FdpahJ

vik vjpu;j;jpl

gif JzpahJ

Like Goebbels, for Gotabhaya, truth is sedition
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`hZ•‘V hyÛP›¥ —Á ‘zeh•` ÙTÖ¿�

T¼\ ÚTÖef¥ C‹‡VÖ ÙNV¼T|fÁ\‰ GÁ¿ 

«N]�T| fÁ\ÖŸL· DZ† R–ZŸL·.

RjL[‰ ŒVÖVUÖ] E¡ÛULºeLÖL°•, 

ÙL[WY YÖ²°eLÖL°•, RU‰ RÖVL U�‚¥

TÖW•T¡V ”– ›¥ RU‰ C]†‡Á C£�“e

LÖL°• YÖ²YÖ, NÖYÖ ÚTÖWÖyP†ÛR SP†‡e 

ÙLÖ�z£efÁ\ÖŸL· R–ZŸL·.

TÖWR UÖRÖÛY† RU‰ ÙT¡VÁÛ]VÖL

Y¡†‰, U‡†‰� ÚTÖ¼½ Y£• DZ† R–ZŸLºe

LÖLe hW¥ Gμ�‘, AYŸR• ‰VŸ ‰ÛPeL 

ÚY�zV ÙTÖ¿�“• LPÛU�• C‹‡VÖ°eh 

E�|.

DZ† R–ZŸLºeh• R–ZL† R–ZŸLºeh• 

CÛP›XÖ] E\° ÙRÖ�“· ÙLÖz CÛQ�“� 

ÚTÖX RÖš ÚNš ÚSN• ÙLÖ�P‰. 'RÖ]ÖPÖ 

«yPÖ¨• RÛN B|• GÁTÖŸL·.` A‰ ÚTÖX 

DZ† R–ZŸLºeLÖL C‹‡VÖ hW¥ Gμ�TÖ 

«yPÖ¨•, R–ZL• hW¥ Gμ�‘, ERY KÚPÖz 

Y£•. YWÚY�|•.

B]Ö¥, VRÖŸ†R†‡¥ ÙRÂXjÛL� ÚT¡]

YÖR† ‡Á ÙLÖ}W APeh˜Û\›¥ pef AYX�

T|• DZ† R–ZŸLºeh ERY ˜ÁYWÖR 

TÖWR•, ET†‡WY• ÙNšV† ‰zVÖš† ‰ze

fÁ\ÚRÖ GÁ\ N‹ÚRL• «N]• R–ZŸ U]‡¥

Gμ‹‰·[‰. AÛR† R–ZL• TÖŸ†‰ 

YÖ[Ö«£�T‰ CÁÄ• ÚYRÛ]eh¡V‰.

J£“\• DZ† R–ZŸL· —‰ ÙLÖ}W �†R 

ÙY½� ÚTÖeÛL ÙY¸�T|†‰• ÙLÖμ•“ 

ŒŸYÖL†‰eh B�R† R[TÖPjLÛ[ YÖjfe

h«eL C‹‡VÖ ÙT£‹ ÙRÖÛLe LPÄR« 

YZjf ER°fÁ\‰. `WÖPŸ` ÚTÖÁ\ L�

LÖ‚�“ B�RjLÛ[ «ŒÚVÖf†‰ J†‰ ÛZe

fÁ\‰. TÛP A‡LÖ¡Lºeh «ÚNP T›¼pV 

¸†‰ R–ZŸ G‡Ÿ�“� ÚTÖWÖyP†‡¥ ÙLÖμ•

‘Á ÛLÛV Y¨�T|†‰fÁ\‰.

AÚRNUV•, U¿“\• R–ZŸ RÖVL U�ÛQ 

BefW–eh• ÙLÖμ•‘Á ÙNV¼TÖ|L¸¨• 

C‹‡VÖ ÚSWzVÖL� TjL¸efÁ\‰ GÁ\ h¼\

oNÖy| C� ÚTÖ‰ ˜ÁÛYeL�T|fÁ\‰.

2006 B• B�| ‡£ÚLÖQUÛX UÖYyP• 

N•”Ÿ ‘WÚRN†‡¥ R–´Z «|RÛX� “¦Lºe

h• CXjÛL AWr� TÛPLºeh• CÛP›¥ 

CP•ÙT¼\ ÚUÖR¥ L· LÖWQUÖL N•”Ÿ� 

‘WÚRN† R–² UeL· T¥XÖ›We LQef¥ CP•

ÙTVŸ‹R]Ÿ. AYŸL· C�ÚTÖ‰ CÛP†RjL¥ 

˜LÖ•L¸¥ AYX YÖ²° YÖ²fÁ\]Ÿ.

TX �¼\Ö�|L[ÖL TX RÛX˜Û\ 

RÛX˜Û\ L[ÖL N•”¡¥ R–ZŸL· Yp†‰ 

Y‹RÖŸL·. YWXÖ¼ ¿† ÙRÖÁÛU�• R–Z¡Á 

”Ÿ®Lo p\�“• –eL ”– A‰.

ARÛ]† R]‰ TÛP BefW–�“ ™X• 

ÛL�T¼½e LT¹LW• ÙNšR ÙRÁÂXjÛL 

AWr� TÛPL·. N•”ÛW�• ARÛ] A�zV 

‘WÚRNjLÛ[�• EVŸ TÖ‰LÖ�“ YXVUÖL 

A½«†‰, A�‘WÚRN†‡Á ”Ÿ ®Le hzL[Ö] 

R–² UeL· RU‰ CPjLºeh† ‡£•“YR¼h 

ŒW‹RW† RÛP ÚTÖy|·[‰.

N•”¡¥ R–ZŸ RÖVL U� AWpÁ ‡yP–P�

TyP pjL[e hzÚV¼\ ÛUV†‰eLÖ] 

CXeLÖh• sZ¥ CR]Ö¥ E£YÖf›£e

fÁ\‰. C‹R� ‘Á“X†‡ÚXÚV

R–Z¡Á ”Ÿ®L† RÖVL U�QÖ] N•”£e

h† R–ZŸL· CÂ† ‡£•TÚY ˜zVÖR 

YÛL›¥ KŸ AW� AÛUeh• ÚSÖeL†ÚRÖ| 

Ajh A]¥ –Á ‡yP• JÁÛ\ E£YÖeL 

ÙLÖμ•“ SPYzeÛL G|†‰ Y£f\‰.

Y[• ÙLÖ³eh• R–ZŸ RÖVL†‡¦£‹‰ 

R–ZŸ LÛ[ «WyzVzeh• C‹Re LTP N‡† 

‡yP†‰eh ˜‰h ÙLÖ|†‰ EP‹ÛRVÖh• 

ÙNVÛX C‹‡VÖ ˜ÁÙ]|�T‰RÖÁ ÚLYX†

‡¨• ÚLYX•.

I•T‰ ÚLÖz AÙU¡eL ÙPÖXŸ ÙNX«¥ 

C† ‡yP†ÛR 2012 B• B�|eh· ”Ÿ†‡ 

ÙNš‰, T¥XÖ›W• R–²e h|•TjLÛ[ 

N•”£eh RU‰ RÖVL ”–eh ‡£•‘ YWÚY 

˜zVÖR ÙLÖ}W†ÛR ŒÛ\ÚY¼½e ÙLÖ|eL� 

ÚTÖf\Ö· TÖWR AÁÛ].  CXjÛL›¥ KŸ 

C]�ÚTÖŸ CP•ÙT¼¿e ÙLÖ�z£efÁ\‰. 

I‹‰ RNÖ�R LÖXUÖL �z†R C]�‘Wo pÛ] 

ÙLÖ}W E·SÖy|� ÚTÖWÖL C�ÚTÖ‰ «ÍY 

¤T• G|†‰·[‰. N•T‹R�TyP RW�“L· 

RjL¸Á E¡ÛULºeLÖ] ŒVÖV†ÛR 

�†R L[†‡¥ EWp�TÖŸeh• ŒÛXÛU 

�zefÁ\‰.

C‹ŒÛX›¥ BefW–�“eh• AzÛU†R]†

‰eh• E·[ÖeL�Tyz£eh• J£ p¿TÖÁÛU

C]†‡Á S¦Y¼\ N™L†‡Á RÖVL ”–›¥

C£‹‰ AYŸLÛ[ «WyzVz†‰ «y| 

E·»Ÿ Y[jLÛ[o sÛ\VÖ|• «R†‡¥

A‹ŒV Ne‡L· RÛX›|Y‰ –L ÚUÖN

UÖ], ŒVÖV�T|†R ˜zVÖR, ÚLYX 

SPYzeÛLVÖh•.

UÁ]ÖÛW A�z, G�ÙQš AL²° GÁ\ 

ÙTV¡¨•, ‡£ÚLÖQUÛX N•”¡¥ A]¥ 

–ÁŒÛXV† ‡yP• GÁ\ SÖU†‡¨•, 

“¥ÚUÖyÛP›¥ C¥ UÛ]y LÂY[ AL²° 

GÁ\ Yz«¨• C‹R Ce Ly|o NUV†‡¥ 

R–ZŸ RÖVL Y[jLÛ[o sÛ\VÖ| Y‰•, 

A‡¥ A‹ŒV SÖ|Lº• Ne‡Lº• RÛX›| 

Y‰• 'R«†R ˜V¥ Azeh•` ÚYÛXVÖL°• 

'hZ•‘V hyÛP›¥ —Á ‘zeh•` LÖ¡VUÖL

°ÚU AŸ†R�T|†R�TPe izVÛY.

CXjÛL C]�‘WopÛ] «YLÖW†‡¥ 

G�ÚTÖ‰ÚU ˜Û\V¼\ «R†‡¥ RÛX›y| 

™eL¿TyP AÄTY†ÛR H¼L]ÚY ÙT¼¿e

ÙL�|·[ C‹‡VÖ, CÁÄ• A�ÚTÖef

¦£‹‰ UÖ\ÖU¥ C£�T‰ «N]†‰eh¡V‰.   

`R«oN ˜V¥ Azeh•` R‹‡ÚWÖTÖV• C‰!
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