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EDITORIAL

Spinning Logic

Recently a non-governmental
organisation (NGO) worker who
used to work in Sri Lanka made some
remarks regarding her time in Sri
Lanka. Her blogs about her work and
experience in Sri Lanka especially in
the Tamil Trincomalee District were
more than shocking.

This NGO woman, who is a
student of history described the
traditional Tamil area of Trincomalee
as a region where "the entry points to
villages have been sealed over with
military and militia check points,
Tamil civilian population movement
is paralysed, refugee ghettos and
Internally Displaced Persons (IDP)
camps are run by the military, where
only army patrol vehicles move
and helicopter gunships over-fly
the area on a permanent basis”. She
described the actions of the GOSL
especially in Trincomalee, as military
pacification program with the help
of the international community and
compared the IDP camps managed by
the GOSL forces with Auschwitz and
Buchenwald, the Nazi death camps.

When we put her remarks forward
to the Sri Lankan Peace Secretariat
the reply was tinged in spin and
coated with the Auschwitz Logic.

Auschwitz Logic

So this is the Auschwitz logic
in a nutshell. Trincomalee is not
Auschwitz. GOSL is not the Third

Reich. There are no death-camps in
Sri Lanka and GOSL forces have
not massacred one third of the Tamil
population in gas chambers.

Therefore, everything GOSL does
is quite all right, according to the Sri
Lankan Peace Secretariat.

Mr Gotabaya Rajapakse
has not been summoned to
the International Criminal
Court in the Hague yet for
this racist order.

GOSL may fill the Tamil Homeland
with death and blood, GOSL may kill
and injure and torture and blackmail
and dispossess, GOSL may surround
hundreds of thousands of innocent
Tamils by barbed wire fences and
landmines in tiny IDP camps and
ghettos, GOSL may hold them under
siege, GOSL may make pregnant
Tamil women walk miles to hospitals,
and GOSL may shoot ambulances
too. But as long as GOSL falls even
an inch short of the atrocities of Nazi
Germany, it's all fine and good, and
don't you dare make the comparison.

But we, the Tamil expatriates do
not think so.

People sometimes say that the
Better is the greatest foe of the Good.
GOSL is now demonstrating how the

Greater Evil is Evil's best friend.

And many thanks to Adolf Hitler,
for setting such insurmountable
standards which GOSL try to match
but as yet have not quite reached.

Your Home Is

My Castle

The GOSL is strengthening its huge
military bases in the Tamil Northeast.
These bases are deep inside Tamil
Homeland. These bases were built
in occupied Tamil Land through out
the last three decades. The GOSL
evicted hundreds and thousands
Tamil villagers at the point of a gun
through out this period and allowed
its forces to illegally occupy their
homes and land. A large number of
these Tamils have been made to live
in refugee camps few miles away
from their former homes. Some have
given up hope and moved away to
other parts of Sri Lanka or even to
other countries like India.

All these occupied Tamil villages
and little towns have been termed
"high security zone." The GOSL’s
forces display messages such as "an
individual will not enter the high
security zone and will not stay there;
anyone found in the high security
zone will have to leave it immediately
or they will be shot."

The international community

accepts these “high security zones”
as part of the war strategy of the
GOSL.

What about a Tamil who lives near
this high security zone?

Well, she/he "will be permitted
to live there, so long as he bears a
permit in writing" issued by the Sri
Lankan Army.

So if you happened to have your
home near the high security zone,
and you are aged 12 or older, you
have to persuade the Sri Lankan
Army to give you a permit to stay at
home, or to go home.

If you expect a visit, first make
sure your guest fills one of the
relevant application forms — for a
teacher; a student; a family member;
an employee of an international
organization; a member of a medical
team; or for 'all other objectives’.
And very importantly you fill these
forms in either Sinhalese language
or English. It does not matter if you
know only your mother tongue i.e.
Tamil. Once your guest has filled out
the form, and has been lucky enough
to obtain the permit, he is most
welcome to visit you.

Obviously, the Army may or may
not issue the permit. The Army may
limit its validity, withdraw it, or
suspend it at will. It may take you
several days to get a permit, it may
take months. But it may also depend
on the applicant: he may be politely

asked — in a discrete conversation
with an anonymous Sri Lankan agent
in dark sun-glasses — to keep an open
eye on his neighbours or family if he
wants to get a permit, or to grant the
Sri Lankan intelligence some other
service: No free lunch.

Obviously, these draconic measures
are not really applied to everybody.
Some people do not need a permit.
These are:

1. A Sinhalese citizen of Sri Lanka;
2. A family member of a Sri Lankan
soldier;

So if your parents are Sinhalese,
and you live in London or in New
York, you need no permit at all to go
to the small Tamil village of Kuppilan
in Jaffna. But if you are a Tamil, even
if you and your family have been
living in Kuppilan for centuries, you
cannot stay there without a written
permit from Mr Gotabaya Rajapakse,
the Defence Secretary of Sri Lanka
"or someone acting on his behalf", as
the order goes.

Mr Gotabaya Rajapakse has not
been summoned to the International
Criminal Court in the Hague yet for
this racist order.

We doubt whether he ever will be.

But if you ever wondered what
the world would have looked like if
Hitler had won the War, we think this
could give you a pretty good idea.




