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Can’t Kill Them by Bombs? Then Kill Them with Hunger!

As we are reading this op-ed
article our brothers and sisters

in the Vanni are going through the
fires of hell on earth.

More than quarter of a million of
our people is getting attacked by the
murderous Sri Lankan forces. The
majority of these people are living in
tarpaulin covered huts in water logged
jungle terrain. The only means of
getting any food for these people is by
the World Food Programme (WFP), a
United Nations agency food hand out
supplies. Regular WFP food supplies
are sabotaged by the local Sri Lankan
military commanders under various
security subtexts thus a late supply
arrived in the Vanni this week.

This WFP supply was headed by
a man called John Campbell. After
seeing the situation first hand he
told the BBC that “I haven't seen
anything so basic since when I was
in Somalia.”

The Sri Lankan media and the
ruling elite did not like this neutral
United Nations employee’s remark
comparing a corner of Mother Lanka
to Somalia. The Government of Sri
Lanka (GOSL) harassed the WFP and
accused the BBC of “Goebbelsian
propaganda”. The WFP chief Adnan
Khan was summoned by the Sri
Lankan defence secretary Gotabaya
Rajapaksa for an explanation. After
that meeting Khan said that Mr
Campbell's comments were merely
a “personal opinion” and that such

“statements given by staff members
do not necessarily reflect the official
policy of WFP”.

The world (including the GOSL)
celebrated the sixtieth anniversary of
the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights on December 10. In the
meantime a UN agency was bullied
into accepting the denial of the same
human rights to the Tamils of Sri
Lanka.

14.4 million kilogram's
of bombs were dropped
onto the Vanni in 2008

alone

What kind of government in the
21st century can deny another people
basic human rights - that is, the right
to food, water, shelter, security and
dignity?

What kind of government imposes
draconian sanctions on another people
for demanding self determination?

What kind of government seals a
heavily populated territory of quarter
of a million people so that no person
can enter or leave without permission,
fishermen cannot fish in their own
waters, and regular food aid cannot be
delivered to the starving population?

What kind of government shuts off
fuel, water and electricity and then
rains down on the people, bombs and
artillery fire?

The answer is - no government of
integrity.

And yet, government after
government in Sri Lanka continues
to demand recognition and accolades
as a first world democracy superior to
all others, despite Sri Lanka flouting
of international law, its human rights
abuses and the criminality and
corruption of Sri Lankan leaders.

Worse still, the world has
acquiesced and has welcomed every
Sri Lankan administration into its
fold as a favoured guest.

This should give everyone pause
to revisit our noble declarations of
independence and human rights,
ethics, morality, religious beliefs,
civil liberties and the rule of law.
Are they just for show or do they
really mean something? Are they
intended only for some people or for
all people?

Today, we are witnessing in the
Vanni the kind of ghetto the world
thought it would never see again. The
comparison was conjured up late this
year by Sri Lanka’s defence secretary
when he boasted that his government
has unloaded 14.4 million kilogram’s
of bombs onto the Vanni in 2008
alone. The explosive power of 14.4

million kilogram’s is more than
the atomic bomb that flattened the
Japanese city of Hiroshima.

The slow death that is being visited
on the Tamils in Vanni is finding
its easy victims in more than 400
critically ill patients who are being
prevented from leaving Vanni for
urgent medical attention in hospitals
out side. Thousands of other patients
are being turned away from hospitals
suffering from a severe shortage of
300 different kinds of medicines.

International
Community's silence is
truly astonishing

The hospitals have been deprived
of medicines and equipment for so
long now, that the trickle of supplies
finally being allowed through, can no
longer meet the minimum daily needs
of the Vanni civilian population.
Similarly, the fuel being shipped in is
barely enough to operate the hospital
power generators for one day.

This drip-feeding of aid was
supposed to have suggested by the
Sri Lankan President who to have
said: “The idea is to put the Tamils
on a diet, but not make them die of
hunger” while laughing at his own
sick joke.

Such a malevolent policy has led
to a steady increase in malnutrition
as people are being starved of their
staples of life. Not only have the rice
mills in Vanni been forced to shut
down because fuel and power have
run out, but now all grain supplies
have been exhausted too. Out of the
72 bakeries operating in the Vanni,
29 have completely stopped baking
bread and others are expected to
follow. This means that even the
most staple of all foods — bread - will
soon not be available for a hungry
population.

A local study describes the effects
of the siege as “devastating”. Ninety
per cent of the population is suffering
from food insecurity while the
suspension of food aid distribution to
some 250,000 refugees in the pitiful
camps in Vanni since summer 2007,
has further devastated Tamils with no
recourse to other alternatives.

Amnesty International and Human
Rights Watch have all called Sri
Lankan Government’s blockade
“cruel”. We, the Tamil expatriates
make no apology for describing
the situation as a heinous atrocity
amounting to a war crime.

What is truly astonishing is the
world’s silence in the face of all this.
The shameful rush to grant Sri Lanka
every honour and recognition so that
it will be saved from the historical
ignominy of having orchestrated the
destruction of the Tamil society is
nothing short of unconscionable.



