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A Sinhala-dominated Sri Lanka is not in India

ince the 1950s, the goal of

India’s policy of Sri Lanka was
to prevent any hostile power getting
a foothold in the neighbourhood. So
over the years, India pursued various
policies most of them to appease the
Sinhalese leadership, at the expense
of Eelam Tamil’s interest. India’s
policy since 1991 is to militarily
defeat the LTTE because of the Indian
Peace Keeping Force (IPKF) debacle,
in reality and for the consumption of
public and propaganda, and to justify
her covert operations, blamed the
LTTE for its part in the assassination
of Rajiv Gandhi.

Within India, especially after Rajiv
Gandhi’s assassination, there has been
a carefully orchestrated portrayal of
the LTTE as the cause of all the
troubles on the Island. Definitely that
single episode alone cannot be the
basis for India Sri Lanka’s policy,
resulting in the condemning of Eelam
Tamils to eternal suffering.

It is now high time that India
realized that she cannot afford to
remain fixated on its past bitterness
with the LTTE, while crafting its
response to the ethnic conflict. Sri
Lanka being a small Island always
has the habit of flirting with other
countries for favours, and will always
be looking for opportunities to swing
over to interests of powers that might
seek to contain India in the Indian
Ocean region. The current policy
stagnation, besides aggravating the
difficulties of Eelam Tamils, can also

be detrimental to India’s security.
During the Cold War, there was an
anxiety in India as Sri Lanka began
a closer relationship with US. Such
concerns are irrelevant now, in the
light of closer defence cooperation
between the US and India.

The ongoing military
campaign has an almost
genocide streak, with
the deliberate targeting
of civilian areas mainly
aimed to deter civilians

from supporting LTTE.

India under the influence of
the Indian bureaucracy, led by
M.K .Narayanan, and the powerful
‘Hindu Media’ , has reached an
impasse because of its stated policy
to safeguard the territorial integrity
of Sri Lanka and her unwillingness to
recognize LTTE and its standing in the
conflict. Unless India overcomes this
fixation, the Sinhalese government,
will continue to exploit New Delhi
and pursue her agenda without any
inhibition.

The Sinhalese elite is yet to
show any inclination to moderate

its unacceptable and unfair racist
vision, something unacceptable in
the modern and civilized world, for
Sri Lanka’s future .Frequent uttering
by the Colombo’s ruling elite that
the ethnic minority will have to
accept the country as Sinhalese land
only, confirms that the ongoing war
is not really about defeating the
LTTE, but part of a larger strategy
to Sinhalicise the entire Island. Sri
Lankan government efforts to alter the
demographic character of traditional
Tamil areas by settling Sinhalese
peasants and creating high security
zones are mainly to weaken the
Tamil resolve. The ongoing military
campaign has an almost genocide
streak, with the deliberate targeting of
civilian areas mainly aimed to deter
civilians from supporting LTTE.

“Sinhala Buddhist chauvinism
has been institutionalized in Sri
Lanka and today it has become
more powerful than the politicians
themselves .Indeed even if the Sinhala
politicians seek to settle the conflict,
Sinhala Buddhist chauvinism may
try to prevent such a settlement” said
Sathasivam  Krishnakumar(Kittu)
in June 1991. Now it is already
an epidemic and the Buddhist
chauvinism has spread among all
the Sinhalese, the Government, the
opposition, the elite, the rich and the
poor.

The Tamils already knew and the IC
is convinced that the Tamils can never
live together with the Sinhalese.

’s interest.

Now that the ethnic conflict has
resurfaced as a factor in Tamil Nadu
politics, India can ill afford to be
seen as actively colluding with the
Sinhalese to subjugate the Tamils.
There is also growing public
sympathy for Sri Lankan Tamils
due to the grave humanitarian crisis
generated by the military campaign
against the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE).

Colombo will permanently continue
to exploit India in the absence of
a buffer that an independent Tamil
Eelam could provide. In fact
a strong case could be made that
an independent Tamil Eelam will
not only be in India’s interest but
permanently avoid exploitation by
the by the Sinhalese. Presence of two
states in India’s southern frontiers
will act as a powerful deterrent to
both successor states from pursuing
policies that are prejudicial to the
Indian Navy’s predominance in the
region.

Unless India makes a course
correction, the desperate Eelam
Tamils with their powerful expatriate
community spread all over the world,
may look elsewhere for help. The
most prominent foe of India may also
respond and then the ‘Sacred cow
may look a silly cow’. Recently in
the political discussion programme,
¢ Nilavaram’ of the NTT, Mr.
Yogaratnam said, “ We have to do
our duty and hope for the best: when
we are in trouble an unexpected door

will open and we have to use that”.

The reality of achieving the Tamil
Eelam statehood can be categorized
into two major processes. They are
physical liberation of Tamil homeland
from Sinhala security forces and the
other, the international recognition
of the Tamil Eelam sovereignty. The
Liberation Tigers are discharging their
duty as freedom fighters. The Eelam
Tamils in SriLanka are helpless.
Hence a big responsibility falls on the
expatriate Tamils. As an oppressed
nation Tamils living abroad, should
sell the concept of Tamil Eelam to the
IC and convince them that the new
state will be a responsible member in
future in world affairs and sensitive
to the current internal politics. Tamils
have to take the message that the
only permanent and peaceful solution
is a nation for the Tamil speaking
Sri Lankans and a nation for the
Sinhalese.

In Kilinochi we had almost a de
facto state, a beggar less, orderly,
peaceful with all the necessary
infrastructure and many a learned
foreigners from most of the countries,
INGO’s had a taste of Tamil Eelam
and their appreciations and memories
will reach the people all over the
world, that matter. The IC knows
how Sri Lanka lost her place in the
Human Rights committee, in spite of
India lobbying for Sri Lanka, mainly
because of the opinion of three Noble
Prize winners.



