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EDITORIAL

Indian Duplicity

he month of September 2008

is going to be memorable
because of the number of events that
happened in Sri Lanka, most of them
unanticipated and shocking.

High in the order is the timely
voicing of UN Secretary — General
Ban Ki-moon who expressed deep
concern over escalating violence
in northern Sri Lanka and the
humanitarian impact of the clashes on
tens of thousands of civilians trapped,
as government forces prepared for
a major showdown with LTTE. The
statement came as Colombo told all
local and international relief workers,
including UN and Red Cross staff,
to vacate the region within a week,
saying the order was for their own
safety.

Further, the London-based rights
group Amnesty International said
the government lacked the capacity
to provide basic essentials and
safety for those who had to flee
deeper into rebel-held territory. "The
Government, though it talks big about
its concern for these people, does
nothing more than make available
to these people the meagre food
items provided under the World Food
Programme", said Mr. Sampanthan,
the Tamil parliamentarian.

The Liberation Tigers of
Tamileelam, on Wednesday,
the 3rd of September recovered

further 10 dead bodies of the
SLA soldiers, in addition to the
19 bodies handed over to the
ICRC, from the battlefield after
Tuesday's heavy fighting on two
fronts in Vanni.Not less than 45
Sri Lanka Army (SLA) soldiers
were killed and more than 51
wounded in Naachchikkudaa when
Liberation Tigers of Tamileelam
(LTTE) confronted the SLA in a
stiff fighting throughout Monday
night, and on Tuesday, 30 more
SLA soldiers were killed and 50
wounded in another front, between
Akkaraayan and Vannearikku'lam,
where Tiger fighters fought against
the SLA from 5:30 a.m. till 6:00
p-m., on Tuesday. Obviously with
these daring attacks, the LTTE had
gone to the long awaited offensive
mode.

On 9th of September came the
spectacular attack jointly mounted
by the planes, the artillery and Black
Tiger commandoes of the LTTE
on the Vavuniya military complex,
which co-ordinates the operations of
the Armed Forces against the LTTE.
It was a similar attack on an SLAF
base at Anuradhapura in October last
year and as well-planned and well-
executed.

The operation, which lasted about
three hours, started with a sustained
artillery attack in the dead of night
followed by bombing by two aircraft

of'the LTTE and this was followed by
the infiltration of the complex by 10
Black Tiger commandoes.

It is presumed that LTTE used its
Z1inZ 143’ aircraft which is generally
used for aerobatic and recreation
flights. In its latest operation, these
two magnificent machines have
targeted the complete installation of
the Indian radar system. The LTTE’s
air-power was the talking subject
initially, and supposed to be more of
a nuisance than a danger.

It must be crystal clear
for all the Tamils without
any doubt that the Indian
government is clearly
supportive of the war to
destroy the LTTE and
open the way for greater
involvement in Sri Lanka.

With the sole intention of
identifying and destroying the
LTTE aircrafts, Indian government
gave the INDRA-11(Indian Doppler
Radar). But it so happened that the
highly rated INDRA 11 Low Flying
Detection 2D Radar couldn’t save
itself from the flying machines,
they were targeting. Further to add
insult to injury, two engineers from
Bharat Electronics Limited were also

injured, one got shrapnel lodged in
the socket of his left eye and the other
on his thighs, as told by the doctors to
the Hindustan Times.

The last but never the least event
is the meeting of China's Foreign
Minister Yang meeting with Sri
Lankan President Mahinda Rajapaksa
on Wednesday the 10th, to discuss
bilateral ties, investment and the
island nation's ongoing civil war.

The same day China’s Foreign
Minister met his counter part Minister
Bogollagama who appraised the
Chinese delegation on the ongoing
humanitarian endeavour to liberate
the people in the remaining pockets
in the North from the clutches of
the terrorists. In this regard, he
conveyed his deep appreciation for
the continued and consistent support
of China in combating terrorism. Mr.
Yang was cool as ever and referring
to the Yuan 50 million grant that has
been offered under the Agreement on
Economic and Technical Cooperation,
he expressed the hope that these funds
would be utilized for the economic
development of Sri Lanka.

From these events it must be crystal
clear for all the Tamils without any
doubt that the Indian government
is clearly supportive of the war to
destroy the LTTE and open the way
for greater involvement in Sri Lanka.
In April last year, after the Sri Lankan

army suffered a serious setback at
Muhamalai, India provided a $100
million soft loan to buy military
equipment.

In a survey of human rights law,
the Economist magazine of London
wrote, “The influence of human
rights on global politics should not be
over rated. States continue to cherish
the prerogatives of sovereignty. Even
though the public support has become
more vocal, Western governments still
tend to condemn HR abuses in other
countries only when it suits them and
gloss over equally egregious abuses
elsewhere. Strategic, military and
economic interests still carry the most
weight with national governments, as
they always have.”

The main reason why Sri Lanka’s
ethnic conflict couldn’t be resolved
all these decades was that it was
approached as a terrorist issue.
The approach, which served the
convenience and deceit of the Sinhala
politicians, was endorsed by the
world system, because everybody
had skeletons in their cupboards.

The Tamil struggle remained
passive and pleading for several
decades during the century. No
one, not even the politically active
members of the Tamil community
ever imagined that it would become
an armed struggle one day, forcing all
the powers of the world to poke their
noses to the scene.




